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The volunteers of Kalamazoo 
Animal Rescue are owned by furry 
friends, and fur people have 
excellent skills in training. We may 
not always follow the rules given to 
us by our fellow humans, but we are 
easily trained by the pets in our 
lives. No matter the education—high 
school, technical school, or master’s 
degree; no matter the career—
pharmaceutical, engineering, 
librarian, retired; no matter the 
hobbies—cooking, traveling, photo-
graphy, sports; we are all capable of 
being molded by our furry buddies. 

The following are lessons 
learned by our volunteers from their 
pets and fosters: 

My cat has trained me to give 
her treats every time I put a book 
down. It started just at night, but 
now she stays near whenever I have 
a book in hand, awaiting her treat. ~ 
Kim B. 

 
When our dog barks at the end 

of his dinner, he has my husband 
trained to scrape the remaining food 
from around the inside edge of his 
bowl and hand feed it to him. ~ Kat 
M. 

 
Our two cats will stretch up to 

me with their arms high because 
they want hugs and cuddles.  

While I sit on the sofa, my Pit 
Bull will come to me and bark. 

Depending on what he wants, he 
has a different bark. ~ Susan C. 

 
My cat Heidi has trained me to 

turn on the faucet in the bathroom 
for her to drink fresh water.  

My dogs Princess and Oscar 
have trained me to feed one first 
and the second dog across the 
room. ~ Candy B. 

 
After eating breakfast, our dog 

wants out in the backyard. Immedi-
ately after coming inside, she wants 
her first play-time. She will “dance” 
in place until we play. 

When our cat wants fresh cold 
water, she goes to the water 
fountain and meows until I add two 
ice cubes; only then will she drink. ~ 
Carl B. 

 
My cat has trained me that if I 

need a hug, just pick him up and he 
will reach his arms out and wrap 
them around my neck. 

     My cat has trained me that when 
it's bed time, we better head to bed. 
Otherwise she will pace around me 
until we do. ~ Anna V. 

 
Our dog, Apollo, has trained me 

to give him a treat (or two or three) 
before I go to work. He has also 
trained us to bring a toy home from 
the store each time we get 
groceries. ~ Kelly 

 
At my advanced age I wake up 

in the morning wishing I could stay 
in bed but knowing my fosters need 
me to let them out and have break-
fast … I get up … they are waiting 
for me. They know when I feed them 
that four of them get fed first and 
they wait patiently while I feed the 
others by hand. 

I feed dinner between 4:30 and 
5 p.m. daily. If I am reading or 
watching TV, and I’ve passed the 
time, they sound the alarm with their 
barks saying, “Mom, it’s dinner 
time!” ~ Dusty R. 

 
My tuxedo Moe has trained my 

husband and me to pick him up in 
order to chase a bug that's just out 
of his reach! He'll see a bug and  

Training: Of the Person by the Pet 

By Kim Bourner and Volunteers of KAR 

Community Fundraising 

Efforts 

A sincere thank you to these 
groups and businesses who 
held fundraisers to benefit KAR: 

 Chipotle Mexican Grill 
(Portage) 

 LuLaRoe Fundraiser (Jenn 
Freridge) 

 LuLaRoe Fundraiser (Brittin 
Schumaker) 

 MVPets (Portage) 
 Panera Bread (Portage) 
 Y’OPA Frozen Yogurt 

(Portage) 

KAR would also like to extend 
special thanks to our many 
individual and family donors. 

Adoption Statistics 

So far this year, KAR has placed 
416 cats and 53 dogs into loving 

and permanent homes. 

Fostering Saves Lives! 

(continued on page 2) 



 

 

In mid-July Tanya, an animal 
lover who had already adopted two 
kittens from KAR last fall, found 
herself faced with a dilemma. She 
and her family were about to leave 
on vacation when a friendly and 
needy cat came into their yard 
crying for attention. This handsome 
fellow needed medical attention for 
some sore spots but otherwise 
seemed to be friendly and healthy. 
Tanya was unable to take in 
another cat but was determined to 
find help for this deserving guy so 
she emailed me to see if KAR could 
do anything to help. A few calls and 
email messages later, the kitty 
came to the KAR office to join our 
Kitty Kamp residents in a safe place 
of his own. 

Homelessness and the stress of 
being abandoned takes a toll on the 
animals who are suddenly left to 
fend for 
themselves 
and Lucky was 
no exception. 
Although he 
was friendly 
and charming 
most of the 
time, he had 
occasional 
bouts of 
crankiness 

that made his future adoptability 
uncertain. It’s not unusual for pets, 
especially adults, to suffer from 
depression, stress, or anxiety when 
they find themselves caged in a 
strange place, and they may not 
show their true potential as loving 
companions. As those of us who 
had been involved in Lucky’s rescue 
worried over his future, his new 
name ― “Lucky” ― became 
prophetic. 

Our lovely guy caught the eye of 
KAR volunteer Kelly, who decided 
to adopt Lucky and rename him 
Petey. His new family reports that 
Petey is “a perfect gentleman,” 
getting along with their other 
animals and giving lots of love to his 
new human family. Petey’s new 
mom also notes that he’s very 
careful to remind his family when it’s 
mealtime and loves to sit in what is 

supposed to be a 
spinning toy (he 
prefers the 
acrobatics of 
chasing his tail). All 
of us at KAR are 
overjoyed that 
Petey/Lucky is safe 
and loved in his new 
forever home. 
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KAR Friends About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)
(3) charitable organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely 
through donations from the public. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and abandoned 
cats and dogs in Kalamazoo and the surrounding communities. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of rescuing animals 
and helping them to find permanent, committed and life-long homes.  

Adopt 

If you or someone you know is looking 
for a furry companion please consider 
adopting from KAR. Animals live in 
private foster homes until adopted. To 
see the available cats and dogs, visit 
www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org  

Connect with KAR 

Looking for great tips and inform-
ation on caring for pets? KAR 
Friends is a monthly eNewsletter 
providing helpful pet-related 
articles, heartwarming rescue 
stories, news about upcoming 
events, and special offers from area 
sponsors. Previous issues are 
archived on the 
KAR website. 
To receive your 
own person-
alized copy, go 
to our website 
and subscribe 
today! 

And so it begins: Once there 
was a mama white Beagle/Shar Pei 
mix and her five newborn puppies, 
all turned in to the Van Buren 
County animal shelter by someone’s 
boyfriend. The owner of the mama 
came back to the shelter to pick her 
up but left the puppies when they 
were just 10 days old! Luckily there 
was a surrogate mom—a golden 
retriever—and she let the puppies 
nurse until they were five weeks old. 
After that a KAR foster, Shannan, 
rescued the puppies from the 
shelter. They were so tiny, only two 
to three pounds each, and they 
quickly became malnourished. Other 
KAR volunteers came 
by to help with IV fluids 
and Shannan did 
frequent bottle feedings. 

Sadly, one puppy 
was lost, but the others 
survived. One spunky 
black puppy (previously 
named Peppermint) 
caught the eye of 
another KAR volunteer 
when some pictures 
were shared and she 
mentioned the cutie to 

her sister who lived in Northville, 
Michigan. The family was 
considering a puppy for their nine-
year-old son. They had previously 
adopted a KAR dog who was still 
young and could use a playmate, 
since their senior dog wasn’t that 
into high energy play anymore. 
Once they met Bella the deal was 
sealed. 

The adopting family (Kristen, 
Steve, Ryne) says “Bella has been a 
gift to our family! She is so sweet 
and loves her rescue brother, 
Scherzer, and sister, Hannah. Bella 
likes to greet us every day with a 
peppy attitude and a wiggly butt. 

She shows us love 
with her sweet kisses 
and loves treats!” 
Bella’s favorite thing 
to do these days is to 
go for a walk. She 
loves being the leader 
and won’t let anyone 
pass her. As her new 
family says “We are 
so thankful to have 
adopted such a sweet 
soul! 

I want to support KAR and give hope to homeless animals. A tax-deductible donation of $20 can  
buy cat or dog food, $50 purchases vaccines, and $100 pays for one dog or two cat spays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please make your check payable to:  Kalamazoo Animal Rescue Amount enclosed: $____________ 
 
Mail this coupon with your check to:  Kalamazoo Animal Rescue  P.O. Box 3295  Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________ State _________________    Zip _____________ 

Like us on 

Facebook! 

Dog Happy Tail: Bella  

By Kara Harmsen 
Cat Happy Tail: Petey, A Lucky Rescue 

By Karren Jensen 

Special Thanks 

Thanks to your donations, KAR 
has been able to secure the 
services of an in-house 
veterinarian, which among other 
savings of time and money has 
allowed us to set up an in-house 
spay/neuter program that 
represents a significant cost 
savings. Thank you for helping 
us make your donations go 
farther! 

Training: Of the Person by 

the Pet 
(continued) 

 
 
 
 

come find us and cry until we pick 
him up and take him to the bug so 
he can catch it! 

Our other cat, Chloe, has us 
trained to give her cuddles when we 
get home! She always greets us at 
the door and will follow us around 
purring/meowing until we pick her 
up! It's sweet! :) ~ Justine 

 

Fun at Kitty Kamp 

http://kalamazooanimalrescue.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=24db76d849e658240dc7a93b6&id=ba1cc1c54f
https://www.facebook.com/KalamazooAnimalRescue
http://karfosteranimals.blogspot.com/
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