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As an animal lover and 
supporter of Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue, you may wonder just how 
your donations help us. Supporting 
animal rescue is a great way to say 
“I love pets” but you want to make 
sure your money is being used well. 
You have questions, and we have 
answers! KAR is an all-volunteer 
organization, without any paid staff. 
Whether a volunteer fosters, serves 
as a member of the board, or per-
forms any other tasks needed to 
accomplish our goals, it’s all pro 
bono. Your donations go directly to 
help our rescued cats and dogs in 
the following ways. 

The single largest expense is 
veterinary care—around 70 percent 
of our budget. We have a network of 
local vets who treat our rescued 
pets, helping us to provide quality 
care for every animal. 
All our dogs and cats 
receive medical care 
and we conserve 
funds by having 
trained volunteers 
perform some care. 
For example, 
vaccines, microchip 
insertion, and combo testing 
(screening for FIV and FeLV) can all 
be done at our office. Spay/neuter 
surgeries and other medical 
procedures must be performed by a 
veterinarian to ensure that each 
animal has an optimal chance for 

recovery 
and 
adoption. 
Any injury 
or illness 
needing 
medical intervention requires a vet 
visit, and often appropriate 
medications must be prescribed. 

KAR is responsible for feeding 
and housing rescued pets, either in 
the homes of volunteers or at our 
facility. The office is maintained 
through donations which cover 
operating expenses and ensure that 
food and other supplies are avail-
able at all times. We are grateful to 
the individuals and local businesses 
who donate cat and dog food, litter, 
toys, towels, blankets, medical 
supplies, and other items that keep 
our rescue work running smoothly. 

These are, of course, the 
predictable costs of doing 
rescue, and all of us at 
KAR are extremely 
grateful for the generous 
donations that help us to 
do our work each and 
every day. Sometimes, 
though, your donations 

allow KAR volunteers to be 
superheroes! We’re often asked by 
local animal shelters if we can step 
in when they have an emergency. 
Some months ago a local shelter 
found itself with a German Shepherd 
who went into labor almost as soon 

as they got her safely in their care. 
She delivered 12 healthy pups, and 
KAR was able to foster her and her 
brood. We arranged a “name that 
puppy” competition to help cover 
expenses. Mom and babies were 
successfully adopted, thanks to your 
generosity. Our latest endeavor has 
been to provide foster care for 
nearly half of the cats and kittens 
rescued from a hoarding situation in 
a nearby county, including mother 
cats with very young kittens, a cat 
who is blind, and many who will 
require veterinary care for injuries 
and illnesses. Within 48 hours our 
volunteers were able to place 56 
newly homeless felines into foster 
homes! Response to this emergency 
from the community and the local 
media has been wonderful, and all 
of us at KAR are extremely grateful. 
Your sustaining generosity is what 
allows KAR to step up when needs 
like these arise in the first place. 

Thank you so much for your 
commitment to animal welfare and 
for making it possible for us to 
rescue, care for, and re-home 
hundreds of pets every year. 

Putting Your Donations to Work 

By Karren Jensen and Pat Hollahan 

Community Fundraising 

Efforts 

A sincere thank you to these groups 
and businesses who held 
fundraisers to benefit KAR: 

 Amazon Smile Foundation 

 AT&T Employee Giving 
Campaign 

 Benevity Community Impact 
Fund 

 Panera Bread 

 Petco 

 PetSmart Charities 

 Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

 Spartan Stores Foundation 

 Stem Academy 

 Tibbs Brewing Company 

 Truist Co. 

KAR would also like to extend 
special thanks to our many 
individual and family donors for their 
support. 

Cat Happy Tails: The A-Team 

a little 
princess 
needs to 
be happy 
in her 
kingdom.  
Abigail 
was 
adopted 
but 
returned 
when the 
resident 

cat in her new home was just not 
willing to accept the newcomer. 
When Abby came back to her 
foster home, Flynn decided he 
just couldn’t live without his last 
remaining baby sister. We 
adopted her and she is now a part 
of our family, sharing our home 

with Flynn and big sister Jamaica. 
When we tragically lost our other 
male cat Pippin at Christmastime 
due to kidney failure, Abby was a 
great 
comfort to 
us and to 
her 
surviving 
adopted 
siblings. 
Like the 
other 
adopters, 
we can’t 
imagine 
life without 
her. 

Special Thanks 

We want to thank everyone who 
stepped forward to help KAR by 
donating supplies and money. 
Your generosity enabled us to 
provide care for the animals from 
the hoarding situation. You are 
all our heroes, and we and our 
animals are so very grateful! 

Freya 

Abby 
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Late in April 2016, five kittens 
(two boys and three girls) were 
born. When they were just three 
days old, their mother ventured 
outside and was killed by a passing 
car, leaving their human facing the 
dilemma of caring for five orphans. 
She quickly contacted KAR and the 
babies were bottle fed by legendary 
foster mom Laura, who has helped 
hundreds of tiny felines through the 
first difficult weeks of life. Once the 
kittens were weaned, they were 
ready for a new foster home (mine) 
where they could be taught good 
manners and be prepared for 
adoption. By this time all of these 
beauties had names beginning with 
A, thus the nickname “the A-Team.” 
Adam and Aaron, the two boys, 
were orange and white tabbies who 
looked so much alike that Aaron 
sported a green highlighter mark in 
his right ear 
in order to 
distinguish 
him from 
his brother. 
Sisters 
Amie, 
Abigail, and 
Anna were 
easier to 
tell apart 
even 

though they had similar tabby/torbie 
coloring.  

Over the summer the toddlers 
grew into strong and energetic 
climbers, exploring every square 
inch of their world. Adam and Amie 
were the team leaders and always 
the first to run from their nursery as 
soon as the door was opened. 
Abigail followed close behind along 
with Aaron but demure little Anna 
often stayed in the room when the 
bolder siblings ventured forth. The 
kittens’ curiosity sometimes led 
them into trouble, including one 
memorable night when the kittens 
managed to dislodge the window 
screen. Adam and Abby slipped 
through the small opening and out 
onto the roof. Next morning, when 
only three small felines greeted me, 
panic ensued. Fortunately, the 
escapees were still on the roof and 

were coaxed 
back inside for 
breakfast. 
Not having had 
many toys while 
they were being 
bottle fed, the 
kittens loved 
playing with 
tails—their own 
and anyone 
else’s. When they 

were first introduced to my long-
haired Flynn, with his glorious fluffy 
tail, the kittens stopped in their 
tracks: five pairs of eyes grew wide, 
five jaws dropped, and you could 
hear a collective gasp as they 
stared in wonder at A Tail. Then 
they all pounced on him to get a 
better look. 

The kittens attended adoption 
events and were shown at Portage 
Animal Hospital. Soon they became 
cherished companions. Adam and 
Amie, renamed Isaac and Abigail, 
were adopted by Tanya, who says 
that they have been a perfect 
addition to the family. 

Anna, now named Freya, has 
become Danielle’s best friend and 
constant companion. The formerly 
shy kitten is now a spunky little girl 
who travels well when her mom 
visits family and friends. Freya loves 
to hide in boxes and has everything 
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KAR Friends About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)
(3) charitable organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely 
through donations from the public. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and abandoned 
cats and dogs in Kalamazoo and the surrounding communities. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of rescuing animals 
and helping them to find permanent, committed and life-long homes.  

Adopt 

If you or someone you know is looking 
for a furry companion please consider 
adopting from KAR. Animals live in 
private foster homes until adopted. To 
see the available cats and dogs, visit 
www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org  

Connect with KAR 

Looking for great tips and inform-
ation on caring for pets? KAR 
Friends is a monthly eNewsletter 
providing helpful pet-related 
articles, heartwarming rescue 
stories, news about upcoming 
events, and special offers from area 
sponsors. Previous issues are 
archived on the 
KAR website. 
To receive your 
own person-
alized copy, go 
to our website 
and subscribe 
today! 

Polly first came to KAR several 
years ago and was adopted by a 
woman who later started having 
health issues and had to give Polly 
back. Dusty, the foster volunteer 
who took Polly in when she was 
returned to 
KAR, knew it 
was difficult to 
give up such a 
sweet and 
loving dog, but 
she assured 
the owner that 
the rescue 
would find a 
good home for 
Polly—and oh 
how that came 
true! Polly had started having eye 
problems, although one could hardly 
notice them because she navigated 
so well. Fortunately, Polly was 
adopted last September by a loving 
woman. Unfortunately, by that time 
Polly had lost her vision to cataracts. 
The adopter, Genis, decided to pay 
a visit to Dr. Ramsey of the Animal 
Ophthalmology Center in 
Williamston. Dr. Ramsey had 

treated the adopter’s previous dog, 
a German Shepherd named Sheba 
who passed away last summer. 

Dr. Ramsey told Genis that Polly 
was a good candidate for surgery to 
restore her vision, and so Polly had 

her surgery on 
December 6th. 
Her adopter 
tells us what 
happened 
next, “Upon 
leaving the 
ophthalmology 
office we 
stopped at a 
little side spot 
for Polly to go 
to the rest-

room. Polly immediately started 
looking around and could see! She 
was so excited! What a beautiful 
moment!” 

Before Polly’s surgery, another 
KAR rescue dog, Gidget, joined 
Genis’s family. Gidget’s foster mom, 
Shannan, says, “I am so thankful to 
Genis for adopting both Polly and 
Gidget! She has an amazing, kind 
heart. Gidget was a wonderful foster 

but very skittish as she had been 
kept as a farm dog and never really 
socialized. Poor girl was eight 
pounds of fluff. She has blossomed 
with Genis and become great 
friends with Polly. I am so happy for 
her!” 

Genis adds, “They both are very 
special, and I’m very fortunate to 
have found them. Polly is so full of 
spunk; she loves running and 
investigating everything, so she and 
Gidget will go out together, and are 
quite the pair. I’m so thankful that 
God blessed me with the means to 
help Polly. He brought two beautiful 
girls into my life and I’m very 
thankful.” 

Many thanks from all of us to 
Dusty and Shannan (the doggy 
foster moms), Genis (the adopter), 
and all of you who support KAR for 
this very happy, Happy Tail! 

I want to support KAR and give hope to homeless animals. A tax-deductible donation of $20 can  

buy dog or cat food, $50 purchases vaccines, and $100 pays for one dog or two cat spays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please make your check payable to:  Kalamazoo Animal Rescue Amount enclosed: $____________ 
 

Mail this coupon with your check to:  Kalamazoo Animal Rescue  P.O. Box 3295  Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________ State _________________    Zip _____________ 

Like us on 

Facebook! 

Dog Happy Tails: Polly and Gidget  

By Kara Harmsen and Pat Hollahan 

Cat Happy Tails: The A-Team 

By Karren Jensen 

Adoption Statistics 

So far this year, KAR has placed 
210 cats and 24 dogs into loving 

and permanent homes. 
 

Fostering saves lives.  

Give it a try! 

Abigail and Isaac 

(continued on back) 

http://kalamazooanimalrescue.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=24db76d849e658240dc7a93b6&id=ba1cc1c54f
https://www.facebook.com/KalamazooAnimalRescue
http://karfosteranimals.blogspot.com/
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