
 

 

Dear Reader, 

This winter has certainly been a harsh one, with frigid temperatures and snow 
continuing to pile up. Not only is it important for you to bundle up against the cold, but 
it’s important to keep our pets safe too. Make sure your animals aren’t exposed to the 
elements and bring them indoors. If it’s too cold for you, it’s too cold for your pets!  

February 25th is World Spay/Neuter Day. Sterilizing your pet helps to ensure that they 
live a happy and healthy life. You can help KAR cover the cost of spay/neuter 
surgeries by looking for our valentines featuring one of our adorable cats or dogs at 
participating locations and adoption events throughout February. For just a dollar 
donation you get a tasty treat for your furry friend and you help the cats and dogs in 
our rescue. 

 

Danielle Wallis 
KAR President 
 
P.S. Here is a friendly reminder to dog owners in Kalamazoo County: you have until 

March 1st to renew or obtain a license for your canine pal. For more 
information, contact Kalamazoo County Animal Services & Enforcement at 
269.383.8775. 

 

How You Can Help Pets Left Out in the Cold 

By Danielle Wallis 

This subject is near and dear to my heart. With the help of friends, I was trying to save 
a dog from a bad situation and I wanted to share this advice 
so that caring citizens can help save other animals too. While 
we cannot possibly save every outdoor dog and cat, we can 
certainly try! 

KAR recently heard about two dogs that were living outside 
and our volunteers jumped into action. Both dogs are now 
safe. Skully is a six-year-old male Australian Shepherd. He 
tested positive for heartworm and is being treated so he can 
get healthy once again. He is getting lots of love and care like 
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he has never had before and is truly grateful to his rescuers. Skully will appear on the 
website when he is available for adoption. 

Skye is a two-year-old female Collie/Black Lab mix. She was 
a family pet that lived outside on a chain her whole life. 
While in her foster home, she worked on learning some 
indoor manners—she is one smart cookie that caught on 
quickly! Skye is a gorgeous, docile, loving girl that is great 
with other dogs, cats and kids. She just recently found a 

loving forever home. 

As a rule: If it’s too cold for you, it’s too cold for your cat or 
dog too! It’s not ideal for domestic cats to be outside during winter, especially 
declawed cats that have lost the ability to catch food or defend themselves. If you 
know someone with outdoor cats, help ensure that they have a safe, warm shelter to 
go to like a garage, barn, or even a simple cat shelter like those used for feral cats. If 
you live in an area with stray or barn cats, be sure to knock on your hood or honk your 
horn before starting your vehicle. Cats seek out warm engines and this will startle 
them out and give them a chance to escape. While cats have a chance to fend for 
themselves, dogs are at the mercy of their owners when chained or enclosed outside. 

By Michigan State law, pet owners who leave their pets outside for any length of time 
are required to provide the animal with adequate food, water and shelter. Adequate 
Shelter: a well-built, insulated, slant-roof dog-house with an interior large enough for 
the dog to stand and lie down comfortably. The shelter should be elevated from the 
ground to ensure proper air circulation and the doorway should be covered with a 
protective flap to eliminate drafts and face away from prevailing winds. Clean, dry 
straw should be provided for warmth—towels and blankets absorb moisture and 
freeze in frigid temperatures. Failure to provide adequate shelter may result in 
misdemeanor animal cruelty violations, 93 days in jail, up to a $1,000 fine, community 
service, and loss of pet ownership for a specified duration. 

Things you can do if you see a pet left out in the cold. 

1. Talk to the pet owners to find out if there is any way you can help. There may 
have been a sudden change in their life, like health issues, that prevent them from 
caring for the animal properly. Ask what the cat or dog is like, if you can meet it 
and develop a relationship with the owner so that they don’t think you’re judging 
them, but genuinely trying to be helpful. 

2. Contact All Species Kinship (A.S.K.) a nonprofit organization that responds to 
calls from the public 24/7. They believe that the key to seeing change is to work 
with the current owner and educate them and try to help out all animals by 
providing them with adequate shelter, food and supplies. Find A.S.K. on the web 
or visit their Facebook page. 

3. Contact Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement. KCASE is 
required to follow up on every complaint. The more details you can provide the 
better. Note the time of day, date, exact location, number or animals, breed, age, 
and as many details about the situation as possible. Photo and video evidence 
help to bolster your report, so snap a few pictures with your cell phone. 

Remember: Your local rescue is not a law-enforcement agency and cannot take legal 
action. Rescues can provide advice and counsel if you need it. 

KAR knows that our readers are animal lovers. We have all dealt with a neighbor who 
leaves their dog outside, or we have driven by someone’s home and seen a dog 
chained up. For those of us in rescue and with rescue hearts, our minds turn to the 
ones outside when the temperature plummets. Learn the facts so you can help cats 

and dogs—like Skully and Skye—come inside once and for all! 
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Our Sponsors 

(click on the ads to visit  
their websites) 

http://www.neighborhoodcats.org/HOW_TO_FERAL_CAT_WINTER_SHELTER
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28yxgxop553nrdhk2j500e5jzt%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-50
http://www.allspecieskinship.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AllSpeciesKinship
http://www.campravenwood.com/
http://www.mymichiganforeclosures.com/


 

 

 

Happy Tail ~ Finlay 

By Lynn Bolhuis 

This story begins in June 2010 when Buddy (his name at the 
time) was a rambunctious eleven-month old adolescent. He 
was large, exhibited some bad behaviors, and was too much 
for his owner to handle so she contacted KAR for help. As 
his foster mom, I saw that Buddy had the potential to be a 
great pet but he was a diamond in the rough. He needed 
exercise, socialization and assertive pack leadership to smooth out the rough edges. 
When he was ready for adoption, he garnered an unprecedented level of interest—
thousands of hits on Petfinder and lots of adoption applications that kept our 
screening volunteers hopping. Everyone fell in love with his Bernedoodle good looks. 
It took a little time to find the right match, but he has the perfect forever home with 
Megan and he is now called Finlay, Fin for short. 

These days, Fin is an athlete for all seasons. He loves winter and frolicking in the 
snow, and especially enjoys hills covered in the white stuff and eating snow. At other 
times of the year, Fin spends a few days a week hiking at Fort Custer, or running or 
hiking closer to home. He ran his first official Dog 5K last September and came in 
third. They gave him a “shout out” at the finish line as he was the first Bernedoodle to 
complete the race. He also managed to win second place in another 5K Halloween 
Costume contest. 

Running isn’t his only sport. Fin also loves soccer! He is still working on passing but 
he’s solid at defense and has more take aways than any other four-legged soccer 

player his mom has ever seen. This past 
summer, Fin finally ventured into the water, 
deeper than his ankles. He thought it was 
pretty great until his chest got wet, at which 
point he decided just splashing around belly 
deep was fun enough. 

When it’s time for this athlete to rest, Finlay 
enjoys lounging around the house and 
snoozing on the bed with his feline buddies. 
Megan says he is “the biggest Mama’s Boy 
to ever roam this earth.” 

Happy tails like this one are what make 
fostering so rewarding but sometimes you 
wonder, who saved who? According to 

Megan, “I like to think he’s been even better for me, than I for him as he is pure love 
and joy and unending happiness in my life.” 
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Pets of the Month 

Owen 

Fiona 

February 22nd 
March 1st and 15th 

 
 

 

March 8th 
 
 

Visit the Events page on 
our website for upcoming 

adoption and other special 
events. 

Adoption Events 

Doggie Den 

http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=4653
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=7116
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/events.php


 

 

Animal Spotlight ~ Pepper 

By Tracey Williams 

Pepper was adopted from the rescue as a five-month-old 
kitten. Her family loved her thick, soft fur and the lovely 
markings all the way down her tail. She grew up alongside the 
family’s daughter and lived with them for eight loving years. 
Unfortunately, due to personal circumstances, the family 
could not look after Pepper any longer and I became her 
foster mom. 

After living in one place with the same family for so long, leaving them and being 
placed in a strange new foster home was quite an upheaval for Pepper. She spent the 
first couple of days hiding in the closet and other small spaces, but she adapted to her 
new environment after these few days. 

Pepper is a very beautiful, loving, front-declawed cat that has the most gorgeous 
green eyes. When she looks at you your heart will surely melt. She adores having her 
tummy rubbed over and over again for as long as you can spend the time doing it. 
She is very gentle and polite, and she seems to wait for your cues before playing with 
toys. Her favorite toy is a little pink flamingo on the end of a piece of elastic that she 
will chase as you pull it round the room. If the toy is placed in a cat bed, she will 
gently pick it up and bring it to you to continue playing. 

Pepper is most relaxed in a nice and quiet place. She would be very happy in a new 
forever home without children or other pets. Check out her web page to see more 
photos and a video of her. 

 

The animal-loving folks at Zoetis held a mini-
fundraiser for Kalamazoo Animal Rescue in 
November and raised $150 for our dogs and cats. 
They also donated lots of food, treats, a dog kennel, 
a cat carrier as well as blankets and towels! 

We send heartfelt thanks to all the Zoetis 
employees for their generosity and kindness. Your 
caring support goes a long way towards enabling 
KAR to save more homeless pets. 
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Sign Up for an eScrip Community Card 

If you shop at Harding’s Friendly Markets, with pet-
friendly merchants, or dine at participating restaurants 
anywhere across the country, you can earn cash for 
KAR. The eScrip program makes contributions to a 
group you designate, like Kalamazoo Animal Rescue,  

at no cost to you! 

Participation is easy… 

1. Pick up a personal eScrip Community Card at any Harding’s store or contact KAR 
at newsletter@kalamazooanimalrescue.org and we will send a card to you. 

2. Register the card by calling 1-800-931-6258 or activate the card online 

3. During registration, select Kalamazoo Animal Rescue as a charity you want to 
support. 

4. If you already have an eScrip Card, you can add KAR to the charities you 
support. 

5. Register your grocery, retail and drug store loyalty cards as well as credit and 
debit cards with eScrip to earn even more money for your favorite charities. 

When you go shopping… 

1. Shop using your registered credit or debit cards at any participating eScrip 
merchant or at the eScrip Mall including pet stores like Petco and PetSmart 

2. Dine at participating eScrip locations 

3. Show your eScrip card to the cashier during checkout. 

Participating merchants make a donation to KAR based on everyone’s purchases and 
they send a donation check to the rescue four times a year. In 2013, Kalamazoo 
Animal Rescue received $1591.96. 

Your participation can help KAR rescue and care for even more cats and dogs 
in 2014! 
 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely through 
donations from the public. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and 
abandoned cats and dogs in Kalamazoo and the surrounding 
communities. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of 
rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent, 
committed and life-long homes. 

Visit our website for more KAR information! 
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About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue 
P.O. Box 3295 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

(269) 226-8570 

Contact Us 

 Lynn Bolhuis, Editor 

 Kim Bourner 

 Katie Drenth 

 Karren Jensen 

 Danielle Wallis 

 
Email us with any 

newsletter suggestions or 
questions! 

Newsletter Team 

Earn Money for KAR When You Shop 

 Pat Adams 

 Doug Costello 

 Laura DePerno 

 Laura Ford 

 Carol Hershey, DVM 

 Sharon Jackson 

 Samantha Thorson 

Welcome New Volunteers 

mailto:newsletter@kalamazooanimalrescue.org
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/identity/hardings/index.jsp
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/search/index.jsp
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/search/index.jsp
http://shopping.escrip.com/
http://escrip.rewardsnetwork.com/howitworks.htm
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org
mailto:newsletter@kalamazooanimalrescue.org?subject=KAR%20Friends%20comments%20or%20suggestions

	Winter Pet Safety
	Doggie Den ~ Finlay
	Cat's Corner ~ Pepper
	Special Thanks
	eScrip Community Card
	About Us



