
 

 

Dear Reader, 

The theme of our June issue is animal abuse. Of the reported animal cruelty cases, 
dogs are the most common victims, then cats and horses according to research by 
Pet-abuse.com. In KAR Friends, we define what abuse is and provide information on 
laws that pertain to animal welfare. 

KAR has several adoptable cats and dogs that came into the rescue due to abuse or 
abandonment. These precious pets are looking for loving forever homes and their 
stories will touch your heart. 

Please feel free to forward this issue to friends and family. We want everyone to know 
about the widespread problems of animal cruelty, how to recognize and report it, and 
help the innocent and silent animal victims. 

 
Danielle Wallis 
KAR President 
 
 

By Karren Jensen 

Animal abuse is a disturbing and widespread 
problem which can’t be overlooked. Although the 
broad subject of animal abuse covers the needs of 
all animals, we will focus specifically on abuse 
inflicted upon companion animals. If you observe 
an abusive situation in which a cat or dog, kitten or 
puppy is put at risk by a human abuser what should 
you do? 

First, we need to define abuse in order to recognize it and then do something about it. 
Abusers express their contempt for animals through either actively causing harm to 
an animal or by just neglecting the animal’s needs. People who neglect to provide 
food and shelter for a dog or cat are just as much abusers as people who inflict injury. 
Dumping helpless animals outdoors to fend for themselves is also abuse, as is 
abandoning a pet in an empty home and then moving to a new residence. Training 
dogs to fight and engaging in dog fights is certainly animal abuse as well as being a 
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serious crime. You can find more detailed information about the legal definition of 
animal abuse here. 

Locally, Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement (KCASE), is the 
primary resource for reporting any situation of animal abuse or neglect. The Humane 
Society of the United States (HSUS) also provides extensive information for defining 
animal cruelty and for reporting suspected cases of cruelty. Although animals are 
unable to speak for themselves, KCASE and HSUS are willing to intervene on behalf 
of mistreated pets and to investigate reports of cruelty. If you feel inhibited from 
reporting a case of animal cruelty to either of these organizations directly, you can 
report anonymously through Silent Observer in Kalamazoo at 269.343.2100. 

Upon prosecution, an abuser may face fines or jail time, or both as legally mandated 
for the crime they are charged with committing. Although many abusers do not face 
punishment because they are not reported, there are legal consequences for their 
actions. Animal cruelty and other kinds of violent criminal behavior have been 
statistically linked, which makes reporting such crimes even more important. If you 
care about animals, please don’t turn away from reporting abuse. 

 

By Kim Bourner 

Law, as defined by Merriam-Webster is “a binding 
custom or practice of a community:  a rule of conduct 
or action prescribed or formally recognized as binding 
or enforced by a controlling authority.” 

It takes many voices to turn an idea into a law. Here’s a 
rough outline of the process: 

1. Idea 
2. Communicate idea to a Senator or Legislator 
3. Idea presented to the House of Representatives and Senate 
4. Bill passed by both assemblies 
5. Bill signed into law by governor (state) or president (federal) 

Federal 
The nation’s Farm Bill is updated every five years. The 2014 legislation included two 
provisions that can be appreciated by pet lovers: 

1. It is now a federal crime to attend or bring a child under the age of 15 to an animal 
fighting event.  

2. It allows for enforcement crack down on everyone involved in dog fighting.  

State of Michigan 
There are a several places to read up on Michigan laws pertaining to pets. Two 
resources are Michigan State University Animal Law and the Michigan Humane 
Society sites. Here are some highlights: 

 M.C.L.A. 700.2722 – A Michigan statue that allows a trust be permitted for the 
care of pets.  

 M.C.L. 287.262 – Any dog over six months of age must be licensed and wear a 
collar at all times. This also mandates a statewide leash requirement for dogs. 

 M.C.L.A. 750.53 – A person violating any animal cruelty statute may be arrested 
without warrant.  
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 M.C.L. 287.261 – 395; 324.73101-42106 – This law has three major components: 
(1) licensing and registration of dogs; (2) regulation of animal control facilities and 
pet shops; and (3) the concern of dog bites.  

 M.C.L.A. 750.50b – Clearly defines killing or torturing an animal as a crime. 

 M.C.L.A. 712A.18l (Public Act 175 of 2000) – “This bill amends the Michigan anti-
cruelty statutes such that the court shall order that an adjudicated juvenile be 
evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric or psychological treatment.” 

 On the horizon – 2013 House Bill 5062 to mandate a criminal background check to 
adopt a pet 

 

By Kim Bourner 

Dogs and cats come into KAR for many reasons. Some are relinquished by their 
owners, others are found homeless; and a few have a sad history for which we don’t 
have the details, but we can clearly see the effects. The rescue has several adoptable 
cats and dogs that were previously abused or abandoned before finding refuge in 
KAR. Perhaps you could open your heart and home to one of these adorable pets. 

Queenie 
This Beagle beauty came into KAR from Animal Services. It 
appears that she might have been brought to the shelter by a 
breeder who didn’t need or want her anymore. Queenie may 
have been ignored most of the time because she is so eager to 
please and apologetic if she believes she has done something 
wrong. She adores everyone she meets, other dogs and people 
too. Queenie will gladly show you how happy she is to roam and 
play for the rest of her life. 

Molly 
Much like a movie where a baby in a basket is left on a doorstep 
with a note, Molly was left on the doorstep of a KAR foster 
home. The note provided her name and mentioned that her 
family moved out of their apartment and left the cat behind. 
Although Molly was abandoned, she is very friendly and content 
to be in a loving KAR foster home. She would be forever grateful 
for a new home. Read more about Molly here. 

Hank 
How would you like to be abandoned because you have 
heartworm disease, a treatable condition? This is what happened 
to poor, little Hank when his caregivers dropped him off at Animal 
Services. When the shelter staff saw what a sweetheart he was, 
they contacted KAR. Hank is now healthy and ready to shower 

love and affection on a new family. 
Check out his web page to learn more about him. 

Anna and Elsa 
The torrid tale about these young ladies is that their 
former caregiver won the lottery and left them behind 
when they moved on to their new lifestyle. Anna and 
Elsa are two of six cats that were abandoned in a 
dumpster. All were emaciated, sick and some were 
missing most of their fur. This happened just a few 
weeks ago. With tender loving care from their KAR 
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foster mom, Anna and Elsa have most of their hair back and are now tipping the 
scales at 7 pounds each. These young ladies appreciate lots of attention. Anna and 
Elsa both know their future is much brighter and will gladly share their joy with you. 
They will make their debut on the KAR website in the next couple of weeks. 

Maddie 
This lady was abandoned and discovered by a kind soul who 
took care of her until she could get her into the rescue. Maddie 
was probably alone for a while and had to fend for herself. She 
is a sweet, young dog who needs some guidance and 
appreciates plenty of attention. She loves to play, gets along 
well with other dogs, and would be glad to be your companion 
and running partner. See Maddie and a video of her on her web page. 

Jenny 
This lady was found in the dumpster along with Anna and Elsa. 
Jenny was thought to be pregnant, and after preparing a place 
for her to have kittens, she wasn’t delivering. To the surprise 
and relief of her foster mom, turns out she was not pregnant so 
she was able to be spayed. Jenny is a sweet, little girl who 
adores human affection. She loves to talk and, although shy at 
first, she is quick to warm up to new people. She is quite petite, 
eats very little, and uses her litter box like a very good girl. 
Jenny’s beautiful golden eyes will mesmerize and steal your 
heart. Check out her web page. 

Dex 
This handsome boy was going to be euthanized because he had 
been at the animal shelter too long. A KAR dog foster volunteer 
gave him a chance at life. Dex is quite intelligent and knows how 
to play and learn. He has gone through basic obedience, is glad 
to work on his commands, and would enjoy more training—just 
like anyone seeking to better himself. See Dex in action by 
visiting his web page and viewing his videos. 

 

Happy Tail ~ Norma 

By Danielle Wallis  

Back in January, I was visiting Animal Services and 
this little girl caught my eye. She was cowering in the 
back corner of her cage—frightened, badly injured and 
losing hope. The staff said she was sweet but that she 
hadn’t been taken out of her cage much because they 
thought she had been hit by a car. I took the little Jack 
Russell Terrier mix out of the cage and she wagged 
her tail gratefully and then hot footed it outside to relieve herself. I spent time getting 
to know her. She touched my heart and I knew that Maddison, needed to be saved. 

The next day Maddison went to the vet. Her back was covered in crusty, half-healed 
wounds. The veterinarian set about to clean her up and administer antibiotics. It turns 
out that Maddison had not been hit by a car. Her wounds suggested she had been 
burned—we’ll never know if it was deliberate or accidental since she had been found 
as a stray. 
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In her foster home, Maddison never showed any signs of aggression even when her 
wounds were being treated. She loved everyone including a doggy brother, cats and 
even kids, but her favorite person was her foster mom. As Maddison healed she grew 
in confidence and was showered with love and affection. She didn’t wait long for a 
new home. The Sanders-O’Donoghue family fell “head over heels” and adopted her. 
They had recently lost a beloved dog and desired a new companion for their son. 
Since Maddison was great with kids, she was the perfect fit. 

The family changed her name to Norma and her new mom sent us a recent update: 
“Norma is nothing short of 100% lovely and we feel lucky and indebted to KAR to 
have her as a pet. She has grown in confidence and happiness. Norma loves chasing 
squirrels and deer in the back yard, and romping with the big dogs at the dog park. 
She’s fast and friendly. Norma is a smiley dog and a snuggler—in bed right on top of 
my seven-year-old son or on a lap if offered! She’s a really good girl too—great eater, 
sleeper and is learning the rules about what to chew and what not to chew. And, of 
course, she remains about the cutest thing you could ever lay eyes on—part 
something small, and part something big, muscly and burly with that brindle big dog 
look about her. Happily, all her physical wounds are completely healed and I think her 
emotional wounds are fading fast too. Thank you for enriching our lives with such a 
great friend! Keep up the good work.” 

Norma is living the good life with a loving family, long walks, regular trips to the dog 
park, and hanging out with her new mom at the office. What a difference! What a 
turnaround! This is how incredible it is to play a part in making a dog’s life special 
once again. 

 

Happy Tail ~ Pepper 

By Andrew Domino  

Pepper was a two-time visitor to our rescue; our 
volunteers were glad to see her and to help her find a 
forever home for good. Her first family took her home in 
2005, just six months after she was born, and even 
then we could see she was sweet and welcoming, once 
she was comfortable. Pepper is a tabby with soft white, 
black and brown fur. She likes being the center of 
attention—if there’s a lap to lay on, she’ll be there! She loves having her tummy 
rubbed too. 

Pepper was with her first family for eight years. Their circumstances changed and she 
came back to KAR in December 2013. She wasn’t here for long, just three months 
before she found a new place to call home. It was a big adjustment for Pepper, after 
spending so long in the first home, but her new adopter confirms, “Things are going 
very well.” 

She adds, “Pepper loves to watch and stalk the birds feeding outside the window 
every sunrise and sunset. The only time she meows is in the morning for a spoonful 
of soft food. Pepper is like my Guardian Angel at night...when I’m restlessly sleeping 
she gets close and watches me. I see her right there when I wake. When I have a 
nightmare, Pepper can sense when things are bad and will even get on top of me. 
She makes sure I’m alright. She watches over me. Pepper is so comforting and 
always brings a smile to my face. She is the sweetest most gentle-mannered cat I’ve 
ever known. In a short time we have become very close. She is such a blessing in my 
life!” 
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Pepper has the purr-fect home in a quiet environment where she can feel relaxed and 
safe. This sweet girl has become a “therapy cat” to her adopter, watching over her 
and providing loving companionship, playfulness and joy to enrich her life for many 
years to come. 

 

Thank You to Love and Kindness 

Last month, KAR received a concerned call from Animal 
Services. They had just received an emaciated female 
Chihuahua with a broken front leg and sores all over her 
petite body. KAR wasted no time in retrieving the pup—
now named Lexi—and taking her to the Southwest 
Michigan Animal Hospital right away. 

It was discovered that Lexi had a right radius and ulna 
fracture which was repaired by securing a plate to her 
bones. Lexi spent two days in the hospital recuperating, 
rehydrating and eating everything in sight. During her 
hospital stay, Lexi’s story was shared on our Facebook 
page, and it touched the heart of a generous lady who reached out to the rescue 
wanting to help.  

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue has been asked not to share the name of 
Lexi’s guardian angels so with respect to their wishes we will call them 
Love and Kindness. 

Love saw Lexi’s story and it touched her heart so much that over the following week, 
with the help of Kindness, she started to receive donations from her clients to help 
Lexi. Meanwhile, Lexi was transitioning perfectly into her foster home and becoming 
part of the family. 

Little Lexi Lou Who, as her foster family calls her, spends her days relaxing on a 
couch and her nights sleeping under the covers of her foster mom and dad’s bed. 
When they took her to a routine vet visit, Lexi was determined to be about four-years 
old, lacking in proper nutrition and the sores were the result of resting on the floor of a 
wire cage for so long it calloused her skin. It has not been determined how Lexi broke 
her leg, but that sometimes happens with little dogs that jump from high places.  

Lexi met Love and Kindness. They brought her treats, played with her and took lots of 
pictures. In addition, Love donated a check to Kalamazoo Animal Rescue in the 
amount of $600 to go towards Lexi’s operation expenses! KAR would like to thank 
Love and Kindness for their generosity in sponsoring Lexi. Like so many others out 
there, Lexi deserves all that we can give her. Please consider sponsoring one of our 
many deserving animals. Every little bit counts! 
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Thank You Zoetis Team 

Earlier this month, a group of Zoetis 
employees spent the day helping us 
prepare a new, larger facility that KAR 
will use for volunteer meetings and 
storing supplies that our foster homes 
and volunteers need. The crew ripped 
up carpeting, painted all the walls, 
installed new flooring and helped us 
make new signs for adoption events. 
We are so grateful to the Zoetis Team 
for all the help they provided. 

 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely through 
donations from the public. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and 
abandoned cats and dogs in Kalamazoo and the surrounding 
communities. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of 
rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent, 
committed and life-long homes. 

Visit our website for more KAR information! 
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