
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Reader, 

Feral cats often get a bad rap. Our feature story provides some information about the differences 
between stray and feral cats, and how both deserve to be treated humanely. 

Be sure to check out five reasons why a fence could be a good investment for keeping your pets safe. 
Lastly, we share the heartwarming rescue and adoption of Samson and Zoe. 

 

Danielle Wallis Lynn Bolhuis 
KAR President KAR Friends Editor 
 
P.S. Join us at Qdoba Mexican Grill (6800 South Westnedge Avenue in Portage) on Friday, August 

23rd from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. for a special fundraiser. KAR volunteers will be there with adorable 
dogs hoping to find their forever homes. As a special treat, if you donate $5 Qdoba will reward you 
with a free chips and queso! 

 

Stray and Feral Cats 

By Karren Jensen  

There are a lot of myths and 
misunderstandings about feral 
cats, who take heavy and 
undeserved blame for 
everything from spreading 
disease to decimating wildlife. 
First let’s look at some 
definitions in order to 
understand the difference 

between a stray and a feral cat. Feral cats have actually ceased to 
be domesticated and are no longer trusting or socialized toward 
humans. In contrast, stray cats are often down on their luck pets 
who have become homeless. A stray cat can be perfectly adoptable 
and will often seek out a new home where she can be loved and 
cared for by a human family. Rescuing stray cats and placing them 
in loving homes is a mission carried out by numerous animal welfare 
rescue groups including KAR. So where do feral cats fit into this 
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picture? What can and should we do for these formerly 
domesticated animals who have returned to the wild? 

 One very contentious issue with feral cats focuses on how they 
impact other wildlife. Although feral cats have been heavily 
blamed for the decline in songbird populations in some areas, 
there is also evidence that humans are responsible for much of 
this loss of birdlife. Human activities such as habitat destruction 
and environmental toxins take a heavy toll on birds and other 
wild animals. An argument can be made on both sides of the 
issue but solely blaming feral cats for the decline in wildlife 
populations ignores many other equally important factors. 

 Many rescue groups devoted to the care and control of feral cats 
advocate the TNR (Trap-Neuter-Release) method of controlling 
feral cat populations by trapping feral cats, performing spay/
neuter surgery, and then releasing the cat back into the 
environment where he or she was found. The theory is that these 
animals are just like any other wild population and will continue to 
occupy their territory, keeping out other new animals with the 
potential to breed. It is important to research this issue for 
yourself and not take either view at face value. We’ve provided 
some additional resources as a place to start gathering facts. 

 One very important thing you can do to keep the feral cat 
population from increasing is to never release a pet into the wild 
and discourage any of your friends or acquaintances from 
pursuing this cruel practice. These former pets usually become 
the prey of cruel humans or animal predators or are hit by a car. 
They also become susceptible to any disease that they are 
exposed to because they lack medical care. The life of a stray 
cat is usually very short and painful with only a tiny chance at 
being rescued. 

You can be part of the solution to this growing problem by 
advocating for the humane treatment of all animals. Get the facts on 
feral cats and act responsibly to help solve this problem . 

Additional Resources 
 Feral cats 
 Alley Cat Allies FAQs 
 Feral Cats FAQs 
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Special Events 

Mark Your Calendar 

There are several fundraising events coming up over the next few 
months to benefit KAR and our amazing cats and dogs. Mark your 
calendars to join in the fun and support the animals in our 
community who need help! 

 Qdoba Mexican Grill Fundraiser ~ Friday, August 23rd. See 
details on page 1 and on the KAR website. 

 Olga's Kitchen Fundraiser ~ Tuesday, August 27th. Olga’s 
Kitchen is located in the lower level of the Crossroads Mall near 
JC Penny in Portage. Dine at Olga’s and a percentage of the bill 
will go to KAR when you bring in the flyer.   

 Two Thumbs Up! Book Sale ~ the fifth annual event to benefit 
the dogs and cats in the rescue will be held in mid-to-late 
September. We will publish details about the book sale as soon 
as they become available. 

 14th Annual Dinner and Auction ~ Sunday, November 10th. 
This is KAR’s biggest fundraising event of the year and it will be 
held at the gorgeous Gull Lake Country Club in Richland. More 
details will be provided in the September and October issues of 
KAR Friends. 

 

Doggie Den 

Fenced Yards Keep Pets Safe 

By Danielle Wallis 

We all have differing preferences when it comes to our furry friends, 
and selecting a fencing option is no different! Here are five reasons 
why a fence could be a worthwhile investment for you and your pet. 

1. Responsibly contained pets live safer, longer lives. Even 
with containment, there is always a chance that Fido, no matter 
how well behaved, may escape your home or 
property. So it is a good idea to make sure your 
dog is microchipped and wearing a collar with ID 
tags. Having your pet spayed or neutered will also 
minimize her or his tendency to escape in search 
of a mate. 

2. A fenced yard provides a safe play area. 
Fencing all or part of your yard can be a great way 
to allow your dog off-leash freedom for relieving 
himself and playing. A fenced backyard, however, 
should not replace physical activity or stimulation 
that comes from going on walks or playing fetch. 
Dogs get bored and they will look to make their 
own fun if you are not providing it for them. Undesirable traits 
like digging and barking might occur, and Fido may even try to 
escape to wreak havoc in the neighborhood. So keep up your 
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pet’s daily exercise routine as much as possible. Your dog will 
be grateful as will your neighbors! 

3. Fences keep out unwanted passersby. While fences provide 
a great way to keep your pets in their yard, they also keep out 
other humans and animals that you don’t want in your yard. In 
our area, coyotes are a threat and they prey upon domestic 
pets. You may also have other aggressive animals or wildlife in 
your neighborhood that can be kept out by a sturdy fence. 

4. Reduce visual stimuli. If your pooch gets excited by watching 
people walk by, ride their bikes or skateboards, or upon seeing 
another dog, then a barrier that provides privacy as well as 
visual impairment may keep him from becoming overly aroused 
and agitated, or evolving into a nuisance barker. 

5. Keep Fido from roaming. A solid or vertical fence at least four-
feet high will keep most pets contained. However, if you have a 
dog that jumps or climbs, a six foot or even taller fence might be 
needed. If Fido can scale six feet, there are options: install an 
overhang, roof or wire leaner that comes inward from the top of 
the fence, or attach coyote rollers along the top edge. If your 
pup is a digger, you may need to bury fencing material below 
grade or use paving materials to prevent him from digging his 
way out of your yard. 

There is an overwhelming amount of information and an infinite 
number of fencing products and options to choose from. Our 
suggestion is to choose what will work best for your pets to ensure 
their safety as well as for your home. 

Additional Resources 

 Installing safe and affordable fencing 
 Cat enclosures 
 

Cat’s Corner 

Samson and Zoe’s Happy Tail 

By Karren Jensen 

Samson and Zoe arrived in 
KAR as bottle baby kittens 
after they lost their mother 
and two siblings in a most 
unexpected way. 
Prospective used car buyers 
had contacted the car’s 
sellers to view the auto 
before purchase and, when 
they opened the car door to 

take a look at the interior, out popped a mother cat and four kittens 
who had taken refuge there. The four astonished humans attempted 
to round up the felines but mama cat and two of the babies had 
vanished, leaving behind a brother and a sister soon to be known as 
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Scotty and Betsy. The kittens’ rescuers (and owners of the used car) 
contacted KAR volunteer Holly, who was able to care for these 
babies until a longer term foster home became available. Soon after 
their intake, Scotty and Betsy moved into my foster room to take 
their place in my home and heart. 

The kittens had a rocky beginning because they were not yet 
weaned and developed severe diarrhea from their kitten formula. 
Poor little Betsy became very dehydrated and Scotty wasn’t far 

behind, requiring that both of them 
receive subcutaneous rehydration and 
dietary treatment with sweet potato baby 
food. Fortunately, the kittens had 
reached the age of about four to five 
weeks at this point and were ready to 
wean. As soon as they could ingest solid 
food, they became healthy, gaining 
weight and developing quickly into furry 
little dynamos. 

Petite Betsy was somewhat shy but very 
beautiful with her tiny perfect face and 
lovely multicolored and white coat. Gray 

tabby Scotty was a rough and tumble boy whose large expressive 
golden brown eyes sparkled with delight whenever a toy was 
dangled close to his busy paws. Soon it was time for these little 
ones to find a new home. Potential adopter Suzanne, along with her 
husband and son, met the tiny felines and it was love at first purr. 
They were mourning the loss of a cherished, long-time kitty friend 
who had passed away and Zoe just filled that lonely spot. After a 
short debate, the family decided not to separate the pair but to adopt 
them both. The little ones were also renamed Samson and Zoe. 
Suzanne and her family had to wait 
patiently for the kittens to grow big 
enough for their spay/neuter surgeries 
but they received lots of emails and 
photos documenting their progress. 

Once the kittens went to their new 
home, they established themselves as 
uniquely lovable individuals. Samson 
has grown to an astonishing 15 pounds 
and loves to play fetch, retrieving balls 
that are thrown for his entertainment. 
Zoe is still rather shy but she loves her 
forever family too. Suzanne reports that 
Samson and Zoe are wonderful companions, keeping the whole 
family entertained with their endearing ways and they will be 
cherished for many years to come. 
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WANTED: Foster Homes 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is always in need of cat and dog foster 
homes. Since we do not have a shelter, KAR relies on the generous 
volunteers who open their homes to animals in need. These animal 
lovers provide care and shelter, and are the first step at giving a dog 
or cat a new life. If you’re interested in learning more about 
becoming a foster home, click on one of the flyers below or visit our 
Volunteer page.  

 

About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization that was 
founded in 1991 and is funded entirely 
through private donations. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to 
homeless, stray and abandoned cats and 
dogs in Southwest Michigan. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to 
the efforts of rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent 
homes. 
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