
 

 

 

Dear Reader, 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue’s annual dinner and silent auction is Sunday, 
November 14, 2010. Details for this fun-filled event are in this issue. We hope you can 
join us to make this year’s event a rousing success and help us raise money to rescue 
animals in need! 

October is Adopt-A-Shelter Pet month so our animal spotlight shines on Daisy Belle 
and Bear. They both came from our local shelter a few weeks ago and are in need of 
forever homes. 

 

Danielle Wallis    Lynn Bolhuis 
Marketing Coordinator   KAR Friends Editor 

 

11TH ANNUAL DINNER AUCTION 
A Fundraiser to Support Our Furry Friends 
 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue organizes a silent 
auction and dinner each year to raise money to 
support our rescue efforts. The funds generated 
from this event are used to defray the costs 
associated with rescuing dogs and cats, in 
particular veterinary care and other expenses that 
arise until these animals are adopted. 

Here are the details for this year’s extravaganza:   

Date:  Sunday, November 14, 2010 

Place: Gull Lake Country Club, 9725 
West Gull Lake Drive 

 Richland, Michigan 

Time: Silent Auction from 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
 Dinner and Music start at 5:30 p.m. 

Cost:  $35 per person ($20 of which is tax deductible) 

Tickets: For reservations call 269.629.9714 

Entertainment:  Doug Decker, a local keyboard artist and singer, Tony Fields 

Auction: KAR is still in need of items for the auction.  
 To see our wish list, click here. 

Please join us for an evening of fun-filled shopping opportunities, dinner, entertainment 
and much, much more! 
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OCTOBER IS ADOPT-A-SHELTER PET MONTH 

By Lynn Bolhuis 

 
According to the American Humane Association, approximately eight million stray and 
unwanted animals are taken in by shelters across the country each year. 
Unfortunately, nearly half are euthanized because there are not enough homes for all 
these animals … a stark reality of the magnitude of pet overpopulation in the United 
States. 

Closer to home, approximately 6,000 animals find their way to Kalamazoo County 
Animal Services and Enforcement (KCASE) each year because they were picked up 
as a stray, were relinquished by their owner, are involved in a court or animal abuse 
case, are found injured or 
hit by cars when an owner 
cannot be found.  Of the 
animals taken in locally, 
about 49% of the animals 
are euthanized but only 6% 
of the animals determined 
to be adoptable are 
euthanized. 

When a stray animal is 
brought to the shelter or 
picked up by an animal 
control officer, KCASE is 
required to hold it for seven 
days. This allows time for 
the owner to locate and recover their pet. Dogs and cats that have an identification tag 
on their collar or have had a microchip implanted have a greater chance of being 
reunited with their owner. KCASE can input your pet’s microchip number into their 
computer system to assist in the matching process. 

If a stray animal is not redeemed by its owner after a week’s time, it is made available 
for adoption. Healthy, friendly and non-aggressive pets are kept in the shelter as long 
as space and resources permit in hopes they will find new homes. 

Contrary to popular belief, shelter pets are simply unlucky rather than unlovable. Many 
of these animals have been given up due to no fault of their own but because of their 
owner’s circumstances.  Popular reasons for surrendering a pet include: 

Adoptions Encouraged 

Did you know that most people do not obtain their pets from shelters but rather from 
pet stores, the Internet, friends, breeders or other sources? In an effort to change this 
trend, The Shelter Pet Project is encouraging pet lovers across the country to make 
shelters and rescue groups the first place they turn to when acquiring a companion 
animal. 

Visit www.theshelterpetproject.org to find information on how to adopt from a shelter, 
as well as help with identifying traits to look for in an animal and a list of suitable pets 
available in local shelters. 
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 Moving 
 Cost of pet maintenance 
 No time for pet 
 Too many pets in home 

 Personal problems 
 Allergies 
 No homes for littermates 
 Owner death 
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In recent months, KCASE has standardized the fees to adopt a pet to encourage more 
adoptions. The cost to adopt a puppy or dog is $120 and includes the spay/neuter 
service through a partnership with the Kalamazoo Humane Society, a microchip, a 
rabies vaccination, a dog license, a five-way vaccination and a heartworm test if the 
dog is a year or older. The adoption fee for a female cat is $92 and a male cat is $82 
and also includes the spay/neuter service, a microchip, a rabies vaccination and a 
FeLV/FIV test. To have all of these services performed by a veterinarian on a “free” 
pet would cost much more than the fees provided by Kalamazoo County Animal 
Services and Enforcement. 

To help the animals get as much exposure as possible, volunteers with Save Our 
Strays take photographs of all the new shelter arrivals each week. This group’s 
purpose is to publicize the adoptable animals at KCASE on Petfinder.com™ as well as 
to take some of the animals to adoption events in and around Kalamazoo. 

If a shelter animal isn’t adopted by the public, a rescue group like Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue may transfer adoptable dogs and cats into their organization. This gives a dog 
or cat a little more time to find their forever home, of which they are very grateful. 

There are many wonderful animals here in our community just waiting for a new home 
and family. If you are thinking about adopting a pet now or in the future, please 
remember the loving pets at our local shelter first. 

Special thanks to Steve Lawrence, Director of Kalamazoo County Animal Services and 
Enforcement, and Sue Brodasky with Save Our Stray for assistance with this article. 

 
REMINDER:  Dog licensing renewal is coming up – December 1, 2010 to March 1, 
2011. For more information, click here. 

 

BEHIND THE SCENES 
Animal Spotlight ~ Daisy Belle 
 

Daisy Belle is a Treeing Walker Coonhound that was taken in as a stray by Animal 
Services. When no one came to claim this one-year old girl, a KAR foster volunteer 
took her in to the rescue. In the past few weeks, 
Daisy has received veterinary care to bring her up-to
-date on all her shots, she has been dewormed, 
spayed and microchipped. Now, she is ready for a 
forever home. 

Daisy lives in a foster home with two other dogs. 
She loves to play with her canine brother and sister, 
another Treeing Walker Coonhound and Shit-Tzu/
Toy Spaniel mix, respectively. They all get along 
fabulously and enjoy playing in the yard, going for 
walks and car rides, and cuddling with their humans. 

Treeing Walker Coonhounds are especially pack 
oriented and do best in a home with another dog to play with or with someone who is 
home a majority of the day. Coonhounds are extremely sweet, loving and make great 
family dogs! They are wonderful with children, even toddlers. Coonhounds were bred 
to be hunting dogs but they don’t have to be. They are high energy dogs that need 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Visit the “Events” page 
on our website for 
upcoming adoption 
(and other) events. 
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WELCOME NEW  
KAR VOLUNTEERS 

Melissa Blanchard 

Trevor Ritsema 
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exercise, and they make excellent jogging partners. To learn more about whether a 
Treeing Walker Coonhound is the right breed for you, click here.  

Animal Spotlight ~ Bear 
 

Bear was rescued from Kalamazoo County Animal Services and Enforcement after 
being spotted by a volunteer from KAR who saw how truly special he is. Bear got his 
name because he is a snugly, lovable, little teddy bear of a kitten. He is very social 
and loves to be around people.  Bear also enjoys the 
company of other animals and has fun with the other 
cats in his foster home. He is very easy going and 
loves to be petted; he will even lie on his back on your 
lap and let you rub his belly. Bear is the kind of kitten 
that will make you laugh with his playful personality. 
He loves cat toys, even dog toys and enjoys carrying 
them around. He purrs as soon as you start to pet him 
or play with him, and his purring is so loud it is hard to 
believe it is coming from such a petite little kitty. Bear 
is also very handsome with his black and white tuxedo 
coloring.  He has been in the rescue since the 
beginning of summer and would love to find his forever 
home with a family who will give him lots of love and 
playtime. 

To read more about this little teddy Bear and to fill out an adoption application to meet 
him, click on his name. 

 

DOGGIE DEN 
A Stray Dog’s Prayer 

Author Unknown 

 

Dear God, Please send me somebody who’ll care! I’m 
tired of running, I’m sick with despair. My body is 
aching; it’s so racked with pain, and Dear God, I pray 
as I run in the rain, that someone will love me and give 
me a home, a warm cozy bed and a big juicy bone. 

My last owner tied me all day in the yard sometimes 
with no water and God that was hard! So I chewed my leash God, and I ran away to 
rummage in garbage and live as a stray. But now God, I’m tired and hungry and cold. 
And I’m so afraid that I’ll never grow old. 

They’ve chased me with sticks and hit me with stones while I run the streets just 
looking for bones! I’m not really bad, God, please help if you can, for I have become 
just a “victim of man!” I’m wormy dear God, and I’m ridden with fleas and all that I want 
is an owner to please! 

If you find one for me God, I’ll try to be good and I won’t chew their shoes, but I’ll do as 
I should. I’ll love them, protect them and try to obey…when they tell me to sit, to lie 
down or to stay! I don’t think I’ll make it too long on my own, cause I’m getting so weak 
and I’m so all alone. 

 
See all of our adoptable 
Cats, Dogs and Kittens! 
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Each night as I sleep in the bushes I cry, cause I’m so afraid God that I’m going to die 
And I’ve got so much love and devotion to give, that I should be given a new chance to 
live. So, Dear God, please answer my prayer and send me somebody who will really 
care.  

 

CAT’S CORNER 
The Ballad of Oscar and Maks 

By Rani Rae Arnold 

This amazing twosome, brought together by fate, are positive proof Animal Rescue is 
great. First came Maks, who was on his last day at the pound, a volunteer saw those 
eyes and he was not lost, but found. She thought him too special not to retrieve and 
brought him to rescue for a grateful reprieve. I was scheduled to meet him and went 
nervously, then he rounded the corner and meowed up at me. So silky, so soft, so 
snuggly, so rare, in a few days he came home and knew he belonged there. Maks was 
happy and purring, but alone all the day, he needed a friend to cuddle and play. So 
another rescued kitten I went to see, “Tigger” - two month old, tiger striped and tiny. 
He came home with me soon, as I was beguiled, with his name changed to Oscar 
“Cause I knew he’d be Wilde!” I set the carrier down on the living room floor, and went 
to feed Maks, who was calling for more. He tipped his face toward the bowl, then 
heard a meow and his head popped up fast with a curious scowl. It happened again 
and he looked for the cause - a box with round holes through which stretched tiny 
paws. Oscar peeked out the top and made a small hiss, then hopped out, circled Maks 
and bumped noses to kiss. Suddenly there was tumbling and rolling and biting, but this 
was just play, they weren’t really fighting. Up and down stairs and tearing through 
halls, they explored the whole house, chasing mouse toys and balls. And then they 
both stopped - climbing up in my lap, and Oscar and Maks took their first buddy nap. 
They are such a great pair, it was just meant to be, grooming and playing, ours a true 
family. These two cats eased our loss of a truly great one and their antics fill each day 
with mischief and fun. For these little men, it was love at first glance, they are happy 
and safe and we have a “bromance!”  
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Make a DONATION! 
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(continued) DOGGIE DEN 

KAR WISH LIST ~ OCTOBER 
Calling All Dog and Cat Lovers 
 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is in need of foster volunteers. Dog and 
cat fosters are benevolent people who open their hearts and homes to 
animals in need until a new home can be found for them. The rescue provides 
training and mentoring, and covers the costs associated with food, supplies and 
veterinary care. 

Learn more about fostering or complete a volunteer application form today. We 
will contact you within 48 hours to discuss KAR volunteer opportunities. 

The rescue needs YOU so that we can save more dogs and cats here in our 
community. 
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VERY SPECIAL THANKS 
 

Several enterprising young ladies have been raising money for Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue and we want to express heartfelt appreciation to … 

Alexis is a nine-year old animal lover who is raising 
money for KAR. She made a special container with cut 
outs of animals and a note, “help save the animals.” 
Alexis received permission from the director of her after-
school daycare to place the container near the parent’s 
sign-in computer. She also created a letter and placed it 
in all of the parent’s mailboxes. 

Alexis has a cat (Packey), a bird (Butters) and four fish. 
She is raising money to help animals because she loves 
and cares for them, and wants to make a difference. 
Way to go Alexis! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Four animal loving ten-year olds: Ellie, Delaney, Lauren and Olivia from Parchment 
collected approximately 1,000 books, CDs and other materials to sell in order to raise 
money to benefit Kalamazoo Animal Rescue. They began gathering items in May and 
continued throughout the summer. On Saturday, September 11th these young ladies, 
along with their parents, gathered in the rain at State Farm Insurance’s parking lot to 
sell the items that had been donated. They held a second event on Saturday, 
September 25th at Parchment Middle School. 

These animal lovers sold $1,201 worth of materials. KAR volunteers brought 
adoptable cats and dogs to the events and they received lots of attention. Craig, a 
KAR volunteer said, “These young 
ladies are ‘heroes for animals’ and 
I am certain that they will be future 
volunteers for the homeless animal 
population. They are already 
talking about how much they are 
looking forward to helping KAR 
next year!” 

Pictured left to right: Lauren, 
Delaney (holding Snowball), Olivia, 
Sue Florian (KAR volunteer), Ellie 
and adoptable cats. 
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CONTACT US 

Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue 

P.O. Box 3295 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

Phone: (269) 226-8570 

Visit our website 

Questions or 
suggestions for the 
newsletter? 

About Us 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely 
through private donations.    

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and abandoned 
cats and dogs in Southwest Michigan.   

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of rescuing animals 
and helping them to find permanent homes.  
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