
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Reader, 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue’s annual dinner and silent auction will be held on Sunday, November 13th. 
Details for this fun-filled event are in this issue. We hope you can join us to make this year’s event a 
rousing success and to help us raise money to rescue animals in need! 

October is Adopt-A-Shelter Pet month and our animal spotlight shines on Cody, a dog that came from 
the local shelter. Check out the story of August and Autumn, two feline siblings who are also in need of a 
forever home. And last but not least, learn eight tips to successfully introduce a dog and cat to one 
another. 

Danielle Wallis     Lynn Bolhuis 
Marketing Coordinator    KAR Friends Editor 
 

12th Annual Dinner Auction 

A Fundraiser to Support Our Furry Friends 
 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue organizes a silent auction and dinner 
each year to raise money to support our rescue efforts. The funds 
generated from this event are used to cover veterinary care and 
other expenses associated with fostering dogs and cats until they 
are adopted. 

Here are the details for this year’s extravaganza:   

Date:  Sunday, November 13, 2011 
Place: Gull Lake Country Club, 9725 West Gull Lake 

Drive, Richland, Michigan 
Time: Silent Auction from 3:00-6:30 p.m. ~ Dinner and 

Music start at 5:30 p.m. 
Cost:  $35 per person ($20 of which is tax deductible) 
Tickets: For reservations call 269.629.9714 
Entertainment:  Terry Lower and Trent Kynaston 
Auction: KAR is still in need of items for the auction. To see 

our wish list, click here. 

Join us for an evening of fun-filled shopping opportunities, dinner, 
entertainment and much, much more! See the event flyer here. 
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Adoption Stories Needed for the Dinner Auction Video 

 
We are looking for 
stories and photos of 
cats and dogs that 
have been adopted 
from KAR to appear 
in this year’s “I’ve 
Been Adopted!” 
video. In addition to 
the video, your pet’s 
story and photos may 
also be featured on 
our website or in our 
newsletter. You can 

help us by sending an adoption story and photo of your pet to 
KAR@kalamazooanimalrescue.org by October 31st. 

 

How to Introduce a Dog and a Cat 

8 Tips for Success 

By Kim Bourner 

Last month, we learned about introducing a 
dog to a dog. This month, we address how 
to introduce a cat to a dog. This can be tricky 
and time consuming, but the rewards can be 
enjoyed for a lifetime. 

Here are eight tips for a successful 
introduction: 

1. Slow and Steady: Don’t rush the 
introduction between the creature who 
currently rules the roost and the new roommate. Keep the 
animals in separate rooms and spend quality time with each one 
independently for awhile. 

2. Scent Exchange: Introducing the scents between the animals is 
vital. If they are in separate rooms, let each one spend some 
time in a common area. Start with the cat, letting him lie around 
and thoroughly mark the room with his scent. After the cat has 
safely returned to his room, bring out the dog. Allow her to sniff 
until her nose is tired. At the same time, the dog is providing 
scent markers. After returning the dog to her safe haven, bring 
back the cat to become familiar with the dog’s scent. Do this 
repeatedly for a couple of days before initiating a face-to-face 
introduction. Also, place a towel with the other animal’s scent in 
each pet’s room so they can sniff at their leisure.  

3. Beauty Treatment: Before the first meet and greet, make 
certain both animals have had a pedicure and dental cleaning. 
In the event any undesired clawing or biting takes place, the 
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mouths will be clean and the nails will be smooth. This is good 
basic hygiene to follow on a regular basis. 

4. Fine Dining: Ensure that each pet has had a satisfying meal 
before the introduction. Antagonism is reduced on a full stomach 
(human and animal alike). Once the two have been introduced, 
maintain separate feeding locations to deter hostility and 
jealousy. If possible, feed the cat on an elevated location out of 
the dog’s reach. 

5. Face Time: When the cat and dog first meet, start slow and 
have help on hand. Each animal should have one person to turn 
to and trust. Definitely keep the dog and, if possible, the cat on a 
leash so that each may be kept within arm’s reach of the 
handler. Each person needs to be relaxed, as pets pick up on 
energy and emotions. Start with a few short visits over the 
course of several days.  

6. Supervised Visitation: Once the cat and dog are comfortable 
around each other, allow them to be off leash to become further 
acquainted. Still maintain an assistant in case any issues arise. 
Do not leave them alone together for the first few weeks. 
Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 

7. Play and Prey: Play is important when the cat and dog are 
ready to move on to a closer relationship. Keep in mind that 
playtime can become prey time. Obviously, a big dog might look 
at a cat as a potential snack, but some big cats can look upon a 
small dog in the same way. Keep playtime friendly and 
aggression free with supervision. Separate them if any tension 
appears, and then begin again a few hours later. 

8. Safe Room: Always maintain safe places long term for both 
species. Dogs enjoy a soft pet bed, while cats prefer a whole 
room to themselves. Make sure that everyone has a place to call 
their own.  

Within a few weeks, friendship should develop between the cat and 
dog because you took the time to show them there are few things 
more valuable in life than friendship. 

Stay tuned, next month we learn about introducing a cat to a cat. 

Additional Resources: 

 Introducing your cat to a dog 
 Introduce a dog to a cat 
 Animal meet and greet 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 October 22nd, Petco 

 October 29th, Oak 
Ridge Feed 

 November 4th, Kid’s 
Carnival for a 
Cause, Borgess 
Health and Fitness 
Center Gym 

 November 5th, 
Crossroads Mall  

 November 12th, 
PetSmart 

 November 13th, 
KAR Dinner Auction 

Visit the Events page 
on our website for 

upcoming adoption and 
other special events 

WELCOME NEW 
KAR VOLUNTEERS 

 
Sally Cowan 

Beverly Cretsinger 

Nicole Gallup 

Kara Harmsen 

Kerrie Harvey  

http://www.aspcabehavior.org/articles/109/Introducing-Your-Cat-to-a-New-Dog.aspx�
http://www.ehow.com/how_2053587_introduce-dog-cat.html�
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Behind the Scenes 

Animal Spotlight ~ Cody’s Letter 

By Kim Bourner 

 

Dear Sir or Madame, 

I, Cody, am applying for the position of adoring dog. I am currently 
available for adoption with a person or family seeking a companion 
to give them unconditional love and appreciation. I am fun loving, 

crate trained, and weigh about 45 
pounds. Please take a moment to 
review my curriculum vitae.  

I owe a debt of gratitude to Ms. 
Candy, a volunteer with 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue who 
rescued me from the local 
shelter. My time there was nearly 
up and I had no prospects of a 

forever home. I understand that life in KAR is temporary, but it is 
good to know that people are taking the time to locate a proper 
home for me. 

As you humans are fond of saying, I am house broken, but my skill 
set goes further than mere bathroom sensibility. I also know how to 
sit, and if you work with me, I will be able to stay as well. I am skilled 
in jumping, so you may want to have a fence that would keep me 
safely at home, perhaps six feet. Of course, you could also see my 
jumping as a talent that would allow us hours of fun in agility 
training. I am ready and willing to learn new responsibilities and 
techniques to entertain the family. 

I currently share the company of human children and adults, two 
older Labradors, and plenty of cats and kittens. I know that felines 
are friends and that there is enough love to go around. I am versatile 
and look forward to any adventure my new family has available. 
Especially if it involves the companionship of children to run and 
play with when I am not curled up as your live-in couch potato.  

To read more about me and to fill out an adoption application so that 
we can meet, click here. I kindly submit this cover letter to you in the 
hope that you will decide to hire me for the permanent job of adoring 
dog.  

Sincerely yours (really, I can be yours), 

Cody 

 

© 2011, Kalamazoo Animal Rescue Page 4 

 

PETS OF THE MONTH 

Beauty 

Pugsley 

See all of our adoptable 
Cats, Dogs and Kittens! 

http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=6021�
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=6021�
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=6162�
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=5733�
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/cats.php�
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/dogs.php�
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/kittens.php�
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Behind the Scenes 

Animal Spotlight ~ Focus on August and Autumn 

By Danielle Wallis 

 
A litter of kittens dumped at the side of 
the road were lucky enough to find a 
volunteer at Kalamazoo Animal Rescue 
to take them in. They were taken to a 
veterinarian, spayed and neutered, and 
made ready for new homes. This was 
back in the fall of 2009. August and 
Autumn were adopted as were all of their 
siblings. August (the big brother pictured 
at left) and Autumn (the little sister 
pictured below) were almost identical 
apart from size and they found a new 

home together. Eighteen months later, their luck changed when the 
family could no longer keep them. Kalamazoo Animal Rescue 
endeavors to take back any animal that had previously been in the 
rescue. As soon as foster space became available, these felines 
came back into KAR.  

Since their return they have proved to be loving, confident and 
friendly cats with a desire to be with their foster family at all times. 
They do prefer to be the only pets and will not tolerate other cats, 
only each other. They are happy to allow the dog to live here as well 
as the humans. They are incredibly bonded to one another. If one of 
them is someplace where the other cannot see them, they will call 
out to each other. Because this is all they have ever known, they 
must find a home together. Two cats are better than one and they 
will always keep each other 
company while their humans 
are away. 

The pair has spent months 
waiting for another home. 
August and Autumn are patient 
and they have faith that a new 
home will come soon. They 
have been to many adoption 
events but are often overlooked 
because there are so many kittens available. These cats would be 
great in an active, social home with a lot going on. They can hold 
their own in most situations and seem to love children. They are 
clean and independent and indoor only pets. So, if you or someone 
you know is looking for a pair of cats with personality then look no 
further. They are here! 

To read more about August and Autumn, and to fill out an adoption 
application to meet them, click on their names. These cats are 
waiting for your response. 
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KAR LINKS 

 Volunteer 

 Become a foster 
family 

 Senior Cat 
Companions 

 KAR Website 

Make a donation and 
help KAR help animals! 
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Family Fun 

Are you ready for some family fun? Kid’s 
Carnival for a Cause sponsored by Borgess 
Health and Fitness Center is having an old-
fashioned children’s carnival, complete with 
games, prizes and activities the whole 
family can enjoy. 

Date: Friday, November 4, 2011 
Time: 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
Place: Borgess Health and Fitness Center Gym 
 3025 Gull Road 

Carnival admission is free but people are being asked to bring an 
item that will be donated to KAR. For more details, click here. 

 

About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization that was 
founded in 1991 and is funded entirely through 
private donations. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to 
homeless, stray and abandoned cats and dogs 
in Southwest Michigan. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the 
efforts of rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent homes. 
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CONTACT US 

Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue 

P.O. Box 3295 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

Phone: (269) 226-8570 

Questions or 
suggestions for the 
newsletter? 

Visit our website 
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