
 

 

 

Dear Reader, 

Our feature story addresses the importance of dental hygiene for keeping your pets, 
both dogs and cats, healthy . 

This month’s Doggie Den reports on three black dog adoption stories. In Cat’s Corner, 
we tell about the daily experiences of a litter of kittens and their mother. 

Our Special Fall Edition newsletter containing some great rescue stories was just 
mailed! If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive our special editions, 
please email your name and address to us. KAR’s rescue and adoption successes are 
made possible by the donations we receive to help animals in need. Please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation before the end of 2009. 

 

Danielle Wallis    Lynn Bolhuis 
KAR Marketing Coordinator   KAR Friends Editor   
 

P.S. November is Adopt a Senior Pet Month. Older animals offer many benefits: 
they are calmer, require less exercise, and are already housebroken or litter-box 
trained. KAR has several mature dogs and cats that need loving homes and 
companionship in their twilight years. 

 

TAKE MY PET TO THE DENTIST? 
 

By Bruce Withers, DMV 
Eighth Street Veterinary Clinic 

How often do you brush your teeth? You probably know 
without really counting: once or twice daily, after every 
meal, before meeting with friends or going out 
somewhere? Imagine if the answer was “never” or “every 
seven to 14 years.” The result would be bad breath, dental tartar, gum disease and 
periodontal disease, cavities and loss of teeth, not to mention that you may not have 
a lot of “close” friends. The result of such bad hygiene would be social rejection, and 
serious health risk to you. This is the typical picture, however, of our pets’ dental 
health. 

Our pets’ dental needs mirror our own in many ways. There may not be quite the same 
social stigma to bad breath, but the affect of poor care results in the same oral and 
health risks as their owners. To compare, pets acquire baby teeth which are replaced 
by adult teeth as they enter adolescence, around four to six months of age. The adult 
teeth are permanent and are subject to the problems humans encounter: trauma, 
decay and chronic gum disease. As with people, some care can be taken to avoid 
these problems. 
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Trauma is never planned, so fractured teeth from 
external trauma will likely happen despite our efforts, but 
avoiding very hard chew objects is wise. Real bones are 
notoriously hard on teeth and very often result in painful 
fractures. Even tiny “chip” fractures of the teeth may 
result in an open pulp chamber which later becomes 
abscessed. Chewing ice is equally bad for your pet as it 
is for their owner. However it occurs, a dental fracture 
usually needs to be addressed. If addressed 
immediately, within 24 hours, teeth can be sealed, or 
root canal procedures can be performed to prevent later 
loss of the entire tooth. Dental x-rays are very helpful in identifying root abscesses of 
the more chronic fractures, and extraction of the offending tooth is needed to resolve 
the pain and infection that is present. Recognizing facial or jaw swellings for potential 
abscesses can allow your pet to be treated before the condition worsens. 

Decay (cavities) is much less a problem in veterinary dentistry than in human 
dentistry, but does occur on occasion. The lesions are dark in color on the enamel 
surface, and are painful “pits” that may eventually reach the pulp chamber. When the 
pulp chamber is involved, pain and infection is certain to be present. “Resorptive 
lesions” or “odontoclastic resorptive lesions,” are somewhat more common in cats than 
dogs and typically result in loss of the entire tooth. The roots or enamel surface may 
be under attack from the body and result in loss of integrity of the tooth and gradual 
resorption. Most commonly, these lesions are noticed because of the painful gum 
tissue growing up over the decayed portion of the tooth. It is not completely 
understood why this process of resorption occurs, but there seems to be a strong 
correlation with overall poor hygiene and tartar formation in affected patients. Affected 
teeth should be extracted as soon as they are noticed so that pain can be resolved. 
Often, multiple teeth are affected necessitating a number of extractions 
simultaneously. Though the dental procedure is very involved to extract so many teeth, 
a comfortable and happy pet is the end result. 

Gum disease or gingivitis is the most common dental condition seen in both dogs and 
cats. The gums appear bright red when they are inflamed from bacteria. As pockets 
continue to enlarge between the tooth crown and the gum margin, the colonies of 
bacteria increase, inflammation worsens, and gingivitis progressively worsens. Gum 
disease is a pretty visible warning, along with bad breath, that things are going wrong 
in the mouth. Too often, this warning is ignored leading to a progression of dental 
disease that usually results in pain and loss of teeth. I try to make the point almost 
daily, “bad breath is NEVER NORMAL.” It reflects bad things going on in the oral 
cavity: infection, necrosis, tumors. 

Cleaning the teeth of plaque with routine at-home brushing, or cleaning tartar from the 
teeth by professional  ultrasonic scaling and perhaps gingivectomy to reduce the 
pockets is the best way to halt the dental disease. 

Periodontal disease is inflammation and infection of the periodontal ligament, those 
tiny ligaments that hold each tooth in place. As gingivitis and infection progresses, the 
periodontal ligament is progressively destroyed and the result is loose teeth. The 
periodontal ligament is permanently lost and cannot be repaired. Once again, the 
warning signs are typically gum disease and bad breath. When treated early on, the 
periodontal disease can be slowed or halted and the affected tooth can be saved. 
However, when extraction(s) are necessary there is just no other option to restore a 
healthy mouth, and restore comfort to our pet. Some pets may need as many as 20+ 
extractions because of badly advanced dental disease, and a terribly painful mouth. 

(continued) TAKE MY PET TO THE DENTIST? 
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This may ultimately require a soft diet for some of our tooth-challenged pets, but it is 
better than leaving the painful and infected teeth in place. 

So what can we do? Is bad breath and dental disease in our pets just inevitable and to 
be accepted? 

Well, yes it is probably inevitable. But it should not be accepted any more than 
allowing any other type of infection or illness to go unchecked. Most pets by the age of 
four-years old have dental disease. Dental disease may be the most common, yet 
damaging problem that our pets face.  It can lead to a host of problems: oral pain, poor 
appetite, depression, grouchy disposition, and infection of distant organs via bacteria 
in the bloodstream. The key is early detection and care, the best type of prevention we 
have. 

Daily tooth brushing can be started at a young age to teach your pet acceptance, and 
will keep the bacteria-laden plaque off the teeth to a large extent. Pet toothpaste is 
necessary, applied with a toothbrush suitable for the size of the pet. Rawhides and 
nylon bones for dogs, and dry kibble food for dogs and cats help to keep at least some 
of the plaque and tartar reduced. But nothing will replace timely and thorough 
ultrasonic cleaning and polishing of the teeth to preserve good dental health and 
recognize dental disease early-on. Many pets have a need for ultrasonic cleaning on 
an annual basis; others may need it twice per year. And some of the lucky ones out 
there need it much less often. 

You and your veterinarian should decide together what frequency of cleaning your dog 
or cat may need. At our hospital, we make it a habit to examine the oral cavity and 
teeth every visit, and critically evaluate when a dental cleaning may be needed. It is 
normally not a question of “if” as it is of “when.” Hopefully, gone are the days of 
multiple extractions because the dental disease went unnoticed and got too advanced 
to save the teeth. 

Additional Resources: 
 Video: How to Brush a Dog's Teeth 
 Video: Brushing Your Cat's Teeth 
 

SPECIAL EVENT 
Black Friday Sale 

By Katherine Graham 

Rather than battling crowds on Black Friday, make it a Black 
Friday to remember and submit your application to adopt a 
black cat. Kalamazoo Animal Rescue will discount the 
adoption fee for the black cats listed below to $25 if you 
submit an application on November 27, 2009. 

Gypsy  Paris LicoriceCindersSweet Pea

Buster  Max FenwickFrancoWilbur 

Click on any cat's name above to see their picture and bio. 
 
Black pets are often the last to be adopted.  Some people mistakenly think that pets 
with black coats are somehow less friendly while others simply don’t notice them. 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is working to change that. Thank you so much for your 
continued support! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Visit the “Events” page 
on our website for 
upcoming adoption 
(and other) events. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
Volunteers of the Month, 
Tom and Melanie Brothers 
 

Tom and Melanie are a dynamic duo when it 
comes to being dog foster volunteers for the 
rescue. They have been active with KAR since last 
fall. The couple has been married for nine years 
and has an aquarium full of African Cichlid fish, 
two cats and two dogs. Maize Louise is a purebred 
Chihuahua who is also a trained and licensed service animal for Melanie. Megumi 
Lenore is a small Terrier/Chihuahua mix they rescued almost a year ago. 

In addition to fostering, Tom and Melanie help with various other projects within KAR. 
They are also photographers for Save our Strays, a volunteer group whose mission is 
to help more animals get adopted from Kalamazoo County Animal Services. Each 
week, SOS volunteers go to the shelter to take photos of dogs and cats which are then 
posted to Petfinder.com™ in the hope that someone will see the pet online and want 
to adopt them. 

Outside of volunteer work, Melanie loves photography and she also likes to paint. Tom 
is a graphic designer and he also paints, sculpts, and does photography and print-
making. In their spare time, the couple likes to camp, enjoy nature and visit with 
friends. They have also taken on the task of “retro renovating” their 1961 ranch-style 
house back to 1960’s inspired esthetics (like the Brady Bunch house). And of course, 
they enjoy anything else they can do with their dogs – their pets are their kids! 

Tom and Melanie like to foster little dogs, which is ideal since the largest dog in their 
household is less than seven pounds! Since they started fostering they have 
developed a huge appreciation for the Miniature Rat Terrier. The couple has fostered 
three rat terrier/rat terrier mixes so far. And of course, their lives revolve around 
Chihuahuas which they also love to foster. Their love of dogs and passion to help 
animals in need has been invaluable to Kalamazoo Animal Rescue and we greatly 
appreciate their efforts and dedication.  

 

DOGGIE DEN 
Black Dog Adoption Successes 

By Lynn Bolhuis 

Did you know that black dogs typically take longer to adopt than animals with different 
coloring? This predicament is known as the Black Cat and Dog Syndrome and it is 
also a major reason why so many black animals are euthanized each year. KAR 
rescues dogs and cats of any coloration, but we want to share three happy tails of 
black dogs that were rescued and adopted into great forever homes. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Barney is a Dachshund mix puppy that came into the 
rescue after a stay at Animal Services. He was a bit shy at 
first, but this cute black dog found a new home in less 
than a month. 

Kelli Ridenour saw Barney on the web about a year ago 
and proceeded to adopt him. She recently sent in an 
update: “We just adore Barney! He is the love of our 

 

See all of our adoptable 
Cats, Dogs and Kittens! 
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PETS OF THE MONTH 

Valentine 

Ruby 
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family and we are so very grateful to KAR for not only rescuing Barney from the 
pound, but giving our family the opportunity to adopt such a wonderful and beautiful 
dog, which happens to be a black dog.” 

Barney enjoys playing Frisbee everyday with his mom and dad. He also has a buddy, 
Magik (another rescued pooch), that comes over to play once a week. According to 
Barney, “I get to eat the best food made for me. I especially love chewnola’s. I’m 
warm, dry, clean and well loved! I look forward to each day with a glad heart as I take 
my place amidst this family that loves me so much. So I just want to say a sincere 
thank you to KAR and Tamsie (my foster mom) for helping me find my new home.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ross is a three-year old, black, Labrador and Retriever 
mix. This dear boy was facing his last day on earth when 
his foster, Dusty, met him at Animal Services. Ross had 
just been relinquished by his owners because they had to 
move into an apartment that did not allow dogs. Dusty 
knew this gentle and loving dog was too wonderful to lose 
his life so she arranged to bring him into the rescue. 

Ross went through a period of being afraid of strange men 
and spent five months in the rescue. The Marshall family 
saw Ross at an adoption event in May. At first, they didn’t 
know if he was going to work out − Ross didn’t walk well on a leash, he chased their 
cat, dug holes in the backyard, and he would run away if the gate was left open or he 
was able to get out the door. 

With the help of trainer, Christine Mahaney from Whatadog, she gave the family some 
valuable pointers on how to change his behavior. Since that day, Ross has trans-
formed into an outstanding dog. The Marshall family is still working with him on staying 
in the yard, but now he is friends with the cat and he no longer digs in the yard. He is 
friendly towards other animals and is very social too. Ross is walked every day, rain or 
shine, and he walks on a leash like a pro. The added benefit of the exercise is that he 
has lost some weight. 

The family says, “Ross is a great family pet. He is great with our kids. It’s a wonderful 
feeling to know that we are giving him a loving home and a new life. In turn, Ross is 
giving us his unconditional love and companionship.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ozzie is a black, German Shepherd and 
Labrador mix. He was introduced to KAR fosters, 
Allie and Faye, by staff members at Animal 
Services who had fallen in love with him. Allie 
and Faye could see that he was a sweet, loving 
and social fellow that loved tummy rubs. They 
knew Ozzie’s chances of finding a home after 
being at the shelter for three weeks was pretty 
slim, so he was brought into the rescue. 

Despite Ozzie’s wonderful personality and 
charming good looks, he spent five months with KAR before finding a forever home. 
Greg and Becky Jones contacted Dusty Reeds about adopting another KAR dog, as 
they had adopted one of her foster dogs many years ago. Fortunately for Ozzie, Dusty 
immediately thought of him for their active family. 
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Faye took Ozzie to visit the Joneses and she knew he had found his happy ever after 
with them. The family enjoys him immensely and Ozzie has five children to play with. 
The youngest son, Brandon, and he have become best buddies! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you are looking to add a furry friend to your family, check out KAR’s adoptable dogs. 

 

CAT’S CORNER 
Adorable Kittens 

By Holly Herriges 

Sometimes life throws you a curveball: you wake 
up the same time every morning, get dressed, eat 
breakfast and feed the cat. But wait a minute, 
where is Sally Sue this morning? That silly cat sure 
has been enjoying her food and it’s beginning to 
show. She has been gaining weight as if there were no tomorrow. 

You go in search of the cat, checking her favorite hiding places, calling her name and 
still you can’t find her. You have chores to do so you put Sally Sue out of your mind for 
the moment and continue on with your day. You go into your son’s bedroom to make 
his bed, and to your horror, you see piles of dirty clothes, used dishes and glasses, 
and whatnot strewn all over the place. As you bend down to pick up the nearest pile, 
you inadvertently touch something soft and squishy. So, you move ever so gently to 
push aside the clothes. Here is the missing cat, Sally Sue and, to your surprise and 
amazement, she is nursing five newborn kittens! 

“How did that happen?” you say to yourself. “You were just getting fat.” Then it dawns 
on you. “Huh-oh, I didn’t get you spayed. Little Johnny let you out two months ago (62-
65 days to be exact) and you were out all night!” 

As you gaze at the five new additions to the family, you wonder, “What do I do now?” 
Not to worry. I’ve put together a journal of things I did as well as observed with the first 
pregnant cat I fostered. I hope this account will guide you in the event you are faced 
with the task of rearing a litter of kittens and helping the mother cat too. 

A Day in the Life of Rescued Kittens and Momma Cat 

Days 1-4 − Momma cat and kittens are doing a lot of eating and sleeping. Mum 
doesn’t move very far away from the kittens so be sure to have a litter box and food 
nearby and accessible. By the third day Mum has 
quite an appetite and is eating dry food (Friskies) and 
three cans of wet food (9-Lives). 

Day 5 − Mum is starting to leave the kittens in order to 
investigate and enjoy home life. Of course, she could 
also be looking for a place to hide the kittens so keep 
a close eye on her. Mum ate the same amount of food 
today and will from this point on. 

Days 6-8 – The kittens begin to open their eyes. This 
is a little early but don’t be concerned. Ears are still 
down. 
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Days 9-10 – The ears are just starting to go up and more eyes are opening. All of the 
kittens have some eyes opened but no teeth. 

Day 11 – The top teeth are starting to come in and the kittens begin to play. The eyes 
are almost all open. 

Days 12-13 – Nearly all the eyes are open and the ears are coming up. The kittens are 
moving around and playing, walking out of the box 
and calling Momma for assurance. 

Day 14 – The kittens are looking at objects, walking 
around more and starting to clean themselves. 

Day 15 – The kittens are looking at and following 
objects as well as my movements. They are licking 
themselves and sucking on toes, they are awake 
much more, and their upper teeth are really starting 
to come in. 

Day 16 – The kittens continue to walk around more and are very alert. Mum only ate 
two cans of wet food today but the same amount of dry food. 

Day 17 – I made an aluminum ball for the kittens to play with. The ears are almost all 
up. Mum is back to eating three cans of wet food and some hard food. 

Day 18 – The kittens are walking around more, calling for Momma, starting to 
investigate their back legs, and licking and biting them. They hear Mum calling for 
them and meow in response. When Momma goes 
away they look for her. 

Days 19-21 – The kittens’ upper and lower teeth 
are in, and their canines are starting to appear. At 
this point, they are playing with each other, biting 
and starting to venture out of their cage. 

Day 22 and beyond – All of the kittens are walking 
and running more smoothly, playing, biting and 
wrestling. They are growing more confident and 
they love to pick on Mum. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Momma cat was fed as much food as she desired because the kittens were drawing 
their food from her. The more kittens a feline has, the more food she needs. Always 
feed a pregnant queen, kitten food; and feed her this throughout the pregnancy, while 
she is lactating and during the weaning process. Once the kittens are eight weeks old, 
put Momma back on regular adult cat food. 

I started the kittens on baby food (chicken and gravy) at exactly four weeks old. I used 
a brand called Nature’s Goodness®. To feed the kittens, I used a baby spoon (they 
are really small) with just a little food on it. I opened a kitten’s mouth and put the spoon 
with the food right into their mouth. I did this a couple of times so they had enough to 
taste it. Then at night, or the second time you try it, put the baby food on the rim of a 
cup saucer. Be sure to spread it around the edges so they can reach it. Then, push 
their little noses into the food. Hopefully one or more of the kittens will start eating the 
food this way. If not, use the baby spoon again. It’s really easy. By the second or third 
day, all of the kittens should be lapping the baby food off of the plate. This isn’t an 
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Horizon, a bottle baby at  
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About Us 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely 
through private donations.    

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and abandoned 
cats and dogs in Southwest Michigan.   

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of rescuing animals 
and helping them to find permanent homes.  

exact science so it could take a little longer depending on the number of kittens. One 
jar of baby food should be enough for a day. 

Nature’s Goodness® is made for humans but you can give it to kittens to prepare their 
palette for canned kitten food. If you are gone during the day, the kittens will be 
perfectly fine with Mum’s milk. When you get home (feed yourself first), give the kittens 
baby food, either spoon feeding them or putting 
their noses into the food on a plate. The approach 
is to train them to “taste” the food. The consistency 
of baby food is a good way to start. After about a 
week, you can start feeding them canned kitten 
food. After that, you will move into feeding them 
dry kitten food. Be sure to have some on hand as 
they will start eating out of Mum’s bowl. By five and 
one-half weeks, the kittens should be eating 
canned wet food and hard kitten food. By six 
weeks, it’s time to start weaning them off Mum’s 
milk. Pretty neat, huh? 

 

KAR WISH LIST ~ NOVEMBER 

If you can help or know someone who might like to help, Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is 
in need of the following items: 

 Copier paper 
 Postage stamps 
 Two-pocket folders 
 #9 double-window envelopes 
 Double-window check envelopes 

If you are interested in donating a wish list item, please 
bring it to one of our adoption events. KAR also welcomes 
monetary donations that will allow us to purchase these 
items. 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue 

P.O. Box 3295 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

Phone: (269) 226-8570 

Visit our website 

Questions or 
suggestions for the 
newsletter? 
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Catpurrnicus at six-weeks old 
and already weaned.  
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