
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Reader, 

November is Adopt-a-Senior Pet Month. They say with age comes wisdom and older animals make 
fantastic pets. They are typically calmer, don’t chew or scratch things, require less exercise, and are 
often already housebroken or litter-box trained. 

KAR has several mature cats and dogs looking for loving homes and companionship in their 
twilight years: Bennie, Dreamer, George, Sophie, Pheobe, Whisper, Lizzy and Munchy Bear. What these 
pets want most is to love and be loved for the rest of their lives. Learn more about each of them in this 
issue. 

Danielle Wallis     Lynn Bolhuis 
Marketing Coordinator    KAR Friends Editor 
 
P.S. Our Special Fall Edition newsletter containing some great rescue stories and news has just 

been released. Check it out here!  
 

Introducing a Cat to a New Cat 

Four Tips For a Successful Introduction 

By Karren Jensen 

So first, your memory I’ll jog, and say: 
A CAT IS NOT A DOG. ~ T.S. Eliot 

Introducing a new cat to a resident cat 
can be achieved with a minimum of 
fuss as long as you take a few feline 
behavioral traits into consideration. 
Cats have their own special body 
language and social rules which are 
very different from those of our canine 
friends. Many people believe that cats 
are difficult and antisocial for this 

reason but they are perfectly agreeable within the context of their 
own species. Here are four tips on how to successfully introduce a 
new cat into your home. 
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1. Before you introduce a new feline you need to consider the 
personality and needs of your current cat or cats. Select a new 
cat with personality traits that will mesh well with your existing 
pet to help avoid long-term friction among your feline family 
members. For example, don’t try to match two very dominant 
cats or select an extremely active kitten to live with a mature and 
less energetic cat. 

2. When you have selected your new feline friend, be sure to keep 
the new cat separated from your current cat for a few days. Give 
the new kitty a safe room to stay in with food, water, a litter box, 
and toys while he adjusts to his new home. Spend time with 
each cat, giving them affection and reassurance before moving 
to the next step. 

3. Let the resident cat start adjusting to the new feline by letting 
him sniff the new cat’s scent on a towel or sock that has been 
rubbed on the new cat’s face. Do the same for the newcomer so 
that he can also become familiar with the resident cat’s scent. 
Scent recognition is a crucial part of cat communication, helping 
them to recognize friend from foe. 

4. Make the first face-to-face introduction very limited and don’t 
allow any overt hostilities to break out. A couple of hisses or 
even a small growl is expected but allowing a fight could make 
reconciliation difficult. Slowly and patiently let the cats sniff and 
examine each other and don’t make the first meeting last too 
long. As they become acquainted, the interactions can endure 
longer until they are able to be together full time. 

Cats are creatures of habit and don’t have the pack mentality of 
dogs so they need time to adjust to any changes in their world. They 
have very strong territorial instincts which drive their response to a 
new cat in their home. The best way to ensure harmony among your 
feline friends is to be slow and patient when you introduce them to 
each other. Before you know it, they will enjoy sharing your home 
and your love. 

Additional Resources: 

 Introducing your cat to a new cat 
 Introducing cats without the fur flying 
 Introducing a new cat 
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Behind the Scenes 

Animal Spotlights on Senior Pets 

By Danielle Wallis 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue never gives up on an animal because 
they are in their twilight years. We know senior pets still have a lot of 
love and life left in them, and they deserve a loving family to care for 
them. Check out Adult Pets Need Homes Too and Ask the Vet ~ 
Senior Pets from previous issues to learn how mature animals can 
offer a wonderful adoption experience. Then, take a look at the 
senior dogs and cats in KAR that are patiently waiting for a forever 
home, perhaps you can make their dreams come true this year. 

Bennie will be an instant companion to you 
and your family and he is ready to love. This 
handsome ten-year-old Schnauzer mix is one 
of the sweetest little guys you will ever meet, 
and he gets along great with other dogs. All 
this little man wants is to be fussed over and 
cuddled with for the rest of his doggy years! 

Dreamer is a sweet, confident, declawed twelve-
year-old cat. She is in great health and could 
give someone companionship for many years to 
come. Dreamer is a medium-sized, long-haired 
tabby who wants nothing more than to be a lap 
cat and shower you with affection. 

George is senior and such 
a sweetheart. This medium sized, nine-year-
old Beagle will melt your heart with his story. 
Once part of a loving family, they were forced 
to give him up because they lost their job and 
home. George is looking to be part of a family 
again and is ready to slide right into yours. 

Sophie is an eleven-year-old calico beauty 
who is very loving and easy going. She gets 
along great with people and other cats. Her 
perfect home would be with adults. Sophie 
had a loving home with a senior citizen who 
had to go into assisted living and could no 
longer keep her. Could you be Sophie’s next 
forever home? She is a sweet girl who will 
provide lots of affection. 

Pheobe is a well trained and snuggly little 
Chihuahua mix. At nine years of age she is a 
what you see is what you get type of gal. Pheobe 
is a typical Chihuahua, petite, active and happy to 
be with everyone. She loves car rides and to be 
fuss over. Pheobe is ready and waiting for her 
new family! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 November 19th, 
Petco 

 November 26th, 
Petco 

 December 3rd, 
Petco 

 December 10th and 
11th, PetSmart 

Visit the Events page 
on our website for 

upcoming adoption and 
other special events 

WELCOME NEW 
KAR VOLUNTEERS 

 
Tyler Lewis 

Katy Tyler 
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Whisper is a petite tortoiseshell with gorgeous 
green eyes. She was rescued from a hoarding 
situation and her entire life was spent raising 
kittens. Whisper has not had an easy life but 
she loves every person, cat and dog she 
meets. This eleven-year-old feline is looking to 
spend her retirement years in a gentle and 
loving home. 

Lizzy needs a special home dedicated to loving 
her through her golden years. This ten-year-old 
lady just wants to be loved. She is sweet and 
good natured, and does well with everyone she 
meets. Lizzy has learned to be patient as she 
has been with KAR for a year now. Please 
consider making her Christmas wish come true 
with a new home this holiday season. 

Munchy Bear is a five-year-old, friendly and 
outgoing kitty with extra toes! After being a stray 
he was rescued by KAR and is waiting for a 
family to call his own. This handsome man needs 
a special kidney diet and in return for your loving 
care he will be your best friend for life. 

If you are interested in any of these dogs or cats, 
click on their name to learn more about them as well as to complete 
an online adoption application to meet them. 

Cat’s Corner 

Outside The Box: Solving Litter Box Issues 

By Karren Jensen 

You have found the perfect feline 
companion and delight in his or her 
company. Your cat is loving, beautiful, 
and perfect in every way except one: 
he or she is not using the litter box. 
The darling of your heart suddenly 
becomes a source of overwhelming 
frustration to the point where you 
either have to get rid of the cat or lose 

your sanity. How do you deal with a cherished pet who has become 
a home destroyer? Here are four tips to help you address litter box 
issues. 

1. Make sure that a sudden refusal to use the litter box isn’t a 
signal for a health problem. Cats are very fastidious and use 
their litter box faithfully from early kittenhood with very little 
prompting. Departure from this normal behavior can be the first 
sign that something is amiss with your furry friend’s physical 
health. A trip to your vet is essential for solving the mystery. This 
change in behavior might be caused by a treatable bladder 
infection or urinary tract issue that can be addressed medically. 
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PETS OF THE MONTH 

Sugar 

Chewy 

See all of our adoptable 
Cats, Dogs and Kittens! 
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2. If your cat is given a clean bill of health by the vet, make sure 
that the litter box is kept clean and fresh. Remember the last 
time you went into a public restroom and were repulsed by the 
filth? Your cat feels the same way about a dirty litter box. Putting 
his or her paws into dirty litter is so disgusting that your cat may 
just decide to find a cleaner place to use as a bathroom. Once 
the cat has soiled a spot and marked it with his or her scent, it is 
much more attractive to keep going back to that spot even after 
the litter box has been cleaned. This issue can be addressed in 
two ways: clean the litter box and make the inappropriate spot 
inaccessible or unattractive. Covering the spot, cleaning it with 
an enzymatic pet cleaning product, and scenting it with a 
fragrance that the cat finds repulsive are all good options. 

3. In addition to a clean and fresh litter box, cats also are very 
particular about the location of the litter box and the materials 
which surround it. If you want to have the litter box on top of a 
floor covering, choose cloth rather than plastic as cats will avoid 
treading on plastic to get to the litter box. Don’t locate the litter 
box too close to eating or sleeping areas or in a place where 
there is very little privacy. Your kitty has about as much desire 
for a “grand central station” bathroom as you do. Most cats are 
also frightened of enclosed spaces for their litter box so a 
covered litter box is likely to cause unwanted behavior. 

4. If you have multiple cats and one of them is not using the litter 
box properly, the problem may stem from behavior or 
dominance issues. Use your powers of observation to determine 
if this is the case. First, make sure there are enough litter boxes 
for the number of cats living in the household. The general rule 
of thumb is one litter box for each cat plus one extra. If there are 
two cats then three litter boxes should be provided and all of the 
boxes should be kept clean. Perhaps the cat going outside the 
box is being bullied and needs a litter box away from the others. 
A dominant cat can keep a submissive housemate from using 
the litter box, causing the bullied cat to eliminate elsewhere. I 
recently experienced this situation with an adult cat and a kitten. 
The kitten wasn’t able to get to the litter box and started using a 
private spot in the family room as her bathroom. When the spot 
was cleaned, a litter box that the adult cat couldn’t dominate was 
provided, and the cats were policed to prevent the undesirable 
behavior. The kitten returned to proper litter box use. 

Careful observation of your cat will give you insights into his or her 
behavior and will often provide the answer to many problems. Your 
vet is a great source for advice about cat behavior issues and to 
give you suggestions on the best way to deal with litter box 
frustrations. Inappropriate elimination is one of the most common 
reasons that owners decide to part with their cat. Good planning and 
prevention of litter box issues is a great way to ensure that your 
relationship with your feline pal is happy and lasts a lifetime. 

Additional Resources: 

 Why kitty won’t use the litter box? 
 Solving litter box problems 
 Litter box problems 
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KAR LINKS 

 Volunteer 

 Become a foster 
family 

 Senior Cat 
Companions 

 KAR Website 

Make a donation and 
help KAR help animals! 
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About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization that was 
founded in 1991 and is funded entirely through 
private donations. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to 
homeless, stray and abandoned cats and dogs 
in Southwest Michigan. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to 
the efforts of rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent 
homes. 

© 2011, Kalamazoo Animal Rescue Page 6 

 

CONTACT US 

Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue 

P.O. Box 3295 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

Phone: (269) 226-8570 

Questions or 
suggestions for the 
newsletter? 

Visit our website 
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